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We’re coming up on the BC political election, and it’s been quite 
aggressive. It honestly reminds me a bit of 
the federal election where most of us only 
had the goal of ousting Stephen Harper, 
as much of BC seems to be working to 
throw Christy Clark out of office. Her 
main rival for the position is John Horgan, 
head of the NDP, but Andrew Weaver 
of the Green Party has been making 
his way into the limelight as well.
A few televised debates have taken 
place now, and Clark and Horgan did not 
come out looking great. Clark, while a 
strong orator, stuck hard to the party line 
of “jobs jobs jobs,” which many voters are 
growing tired of in a Metro area plagued 
by poor affordability and health care. 
Horgan came down hard on his opponents, 
particularly Clark, resulting in cries of 
misogyny and mansplaining. However, 
Weaver brought a lot of positive attention 
to his party. He was the most respectful 
but still firm in calling both his opponents’ 
policies, which gained him respect with 
viewers. In a post-debate favourability 
poll by the Vancouver Sun, Weaver was 
the only candidate who cracked 50 per 
cent favourable, as Horgan received 37 
per cent, and Clark received 34 per cent. 
There has been plenty of mud-
slinging through attack ads this election 
as well. Although the Greens have largely 
stayed out, the other two, as well as various 
federations, have come in full swing. I 
haven’t fact checked all of them, but some 
of the anti-NDP ads from the Liberal 
Party don’t hold water, particularly the 
one about the United Steelworkers union. 
Sure, the United Steelworkers donated 
$672,000 to the NDP last year, but not 
all at once as implied by the ad—it was 
many small donations. Additionally, the 
United Steelworks aren’t an “American 
Union,” they’re a North American one, 
representing workers in Canada, the US, 
and the Caribbean. Lastly, the union 
president Leo Gerard, who they show 
meeting and standing with Donald 
Trump as a sign that he is a no good very 
bad person, was there because Trump 
was starting a steel investigation and 
invited various industry professionals. 
It may not be a total lie, but it is 
incredibly deceptive in its word choice. 
I’m not sure whether the smart thing 
is to vote strategically or to vote for who 
you truly want to lead the province and 
hope for the best. Even with the NDP 
leading the polls in many areas, I’m still 
uncertain what to expect come election 
night. It’s hard to know whether the 
Greens actually have a shot, or if people 
will rally behind the NDP like they did 
with Trudeau’s Liberal party to ensure 
Clark’s dethronement. I do think Weaver 
did his party a large favour with his 
composure at the debates, and the Green 
Party’s refusal to accept donations will help 
ingratiate them even more, although it 
limits their funds and thus their exposure. 
To me, worst case is that they split the vote 
and the Liberals come back into power, 
but that’s still very much a real possibility.
Whatever you do, make sure you 
research whether attack ads from any 
party are true if they’re swaying your 
opinion. The only thing more important 
than being well-informed is voting. And 
remember—advanced voting is already 
open, so if for some reason you can’t 
make it to polling stations May 9, you 
have plenty of time to do so beforehand.
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After 16 years, the BC NDP may have a chance of winning the provincial 
election, but it will take a precise 
formula for them to find victory. Rick 
Glumac, MLA candidate in the Port 
Moody-Coquitlam riding, believes that 
he should be elected and that he’s got 
the track record to back it up. As a city 
councillor for the City of Port Moody 
since 2011, Glumac has transitioned into 
provincial politics with ease.
The Other Press sat down with Glumac 
in his campaign office to talk about his 
stances on key issues in the provincial 
election taking place on May 9. 
Other Press: Transportation services, 
such as Uber and Lyft, have been 
promised by the Liberals. To the 
public eye, it seems as though the 
NDP doesn’t have a solid position on 
the matter. Where do you 
stand on the issue?
Rick Glumac: “I’m in favour 
of Uber, and the party is 
as well. When we roll this 
out, we want to work with 
stakeholders to address the 
many issues that will arise. 
Sometimes the Liberals roll 
something out and let it fly to 
see what happens, but they 
don’t [do so] in an intelligent 
way. We want to make sure 
that we take a look at the 
impact on other businesses to 
make sure it’s fair and other 
voices will have a position at 
the discussion table.”
OP: Many Douglas students 
are concerned with 
repaying student loans and 
dealing with debt. How 
will you ensure students 
attending post-secondary 
schools in BC will save 
money with the BC NDP 
Party?
RG: “The BC NDP will cap 
tuition fees, have a zero per 
cent interest on student 
loans, and give $1000 
for completion grant to 
students. We understand the 
challenges that students go 
through and how expensive it 
is. We know how affordability 
is a huge issue and want 
to help students with that. 
One of the key initiatives in the BC 
NDP platform is investment in high 
tech innovation industries. We plan to 
invest $100 million into post-secondary 
educations that will grow the high tech 
sectors such as engineering, software 
development, and health sciences. Fifty 
million dollars will be directed towards 
scholarships for graduates […] and to 
expand co-op programs. We have lots 
of initiatives in our platform that I’m 
excited about, and there’s a bright future 
for lots of young people in the jobs that 
we are going to create.”
OP: This past January, a Port Moody 
senior spent 36 hours lying in the 
hallway of Eagle Ridge Hospital 
waiting for a bed after suffering a 
brain bleed. If elected, what will be 
done to deal with similar situations 
and the entirety of the provincial 
healthcare system?
RG: “That woman is Jean Donaldson. She 
called me after she had left the hallway 
and I brought the issue to the party, 
and we got her story into the media. We 
need to invest in our hospitals. In Eagle 
Ridge, we have a capacity of 200 beds, 
but there was a wing completely empty 
when she was there. We are facing 
constant shortages in resources.
“The NDP wants to create family urgent 
care centres as another way to handle 
backlogs. Based on other provinces, 
we’ve seen this been done before and we 
need to learn from them. When we see 
success, we replicate it. In Richmond, 
a pilot project took the 20 month 
wait times for patients with hip and 
knee replacements and reduced it to 5 
months. While it was a huge success, the 
BC Liberals cancelled it. 
“The Liberal candidate I’m running 
against thinks the solution is privatizing 
health care, as she paid for surgery out 
of [her own] pocket. She thinks that 
people deserve choice, but she sees it 
more as if you have the money, then you 
can have surgery. I don’t want to see it 
that way and no one should have to wait. 
We need to fix the system.”
OP: Last year, the Green Party 
banned corporate and union 
donations to show the public that 
they were a party for the people. 
Over $672,000 was donated by the 
United Steelworkers union over 
the last year to the NDP, one of the 
biggest donations in provincial 
history. What’s your take on the issue 
of banning corporate and union 
donations?
RG: “On day one, if the NDP are elected, 
we will ban corporate and union 
donations. The reality is that at this 
point, when you have a government 
who has so many donations [coming 
in], they have the money to blast the 
airways. If we don’t have the funds to 
compete, we will lose the election and 
lose government for another four years. 
We are taking donations at this point 
knowing that we will never do it again.”
OP: The BC NDP promises to raise 
the minimum wage to $15 by 2021. Are 
you concerned that small businesses 
might scale down on the number of 
employees because of the increase?
RG: “We are committed to working with 
small businesses to roll this out. We 
will give a half per cent small business 
tax cut, eliminate MSP premiums, and 
put new programs in place. When the 
Liberals put a 15 per cent foreign tax, it 
was out there without consultation or 
warning that day. We want everyone to 
have a clear understand to make sure it 
works for everyone.”
OP: Housing affordability 
is undeniably the biggest 
issue in the election 
campaign. What has the 
BC NDP done to deal with 
housing affordability, and 
what will they do if elected 
to ensure a stable market 
for future generations?
RG: “In terms of housing, the 
BC NDP will build 114,000 
affordable housing units over 
the next 10 years, including 
[…] co-op housing. We will 
use wood made in BC to build 
this and grow the forestry 
industry. On the home 
ownership front, there’s a 
couple of things in terms of 
closing tax loopholes and 
making a real estate task 
force to deal with the unfair 
practices on taxation and 
foreign speculation. We will 
also place a two per cent tax 
on homes that are bought 
and left empty by owners not 
living in BC.”
OP: Are there any rumours 
or negative connotations 
that come with the BC NDP 
name that you would like 
to dispel for uninformed 
voters before they head to 
the polls?
RG: “We are not the NDP 
of the ’90s, we are today’s 
NDP. We embrace the future; we have a 
diversity of runners that represent this 
province better than the Liberals do. 
We care about growing our economy 
in a way that uses clean energy for the 
future. We’re a new party, and all I ask is 
that you give us a chance to show what 
we can do.”
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
No longer the NDP of the ’90s
öö Port Moody-Coquitlam candidate dispels rumours and promises transparency
Watch the interview 
at bit.ly/RickGlumac
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The head of the Surrey Creep Catchers was arrested for 
assault following a sting operation 
headed by the controversial vigilante 
group on April 3, according to a 
post on their Facebook page. 
Ryan Laforge, who has had two 
defamation claims against him this year, 
was taken in when he called the police 
to pick up his “citizen’s arrest” on an 
unidentified man accused of attempting 
to solicit sex from a six-year-old. The event 
was captured on film in an “unidentified 
mall,” according to the Vancouver Sun, 
and showed Laforge confronting the 
man and holding him against a wall.
The RCMP denied that they had 
specifically arrested Laforge for his alleged 
actions, but stated that they had arrested 
an unidentified man, according to CTV.
“Well, we citizen’s arrested him. 
I got arrested and charged… but it 
was worth it,” said Laforge to CTV.
The group has raised questions 
about the role of citizens acting outside 
the law, and the role social media 
plays in mob justice. The larger Creep 
Catchers organization has been mired 
in controversy since they first formed in 
Mississauga in 2014, and after opening 
chapters across Canada. Earlier this 
year, two Creep Catchers-affiliated 
individuals from Langley and White 
Rock confronted a man after posing as 
a 14-year-old and being invited to his 
place of work. The man turned out to 
be developmentally delayed, and there 
was no evidence of any sexual intent.
Two civil suits against Laforge 
and the Surrey Creep Catchers are 
ongoing, and add to the controversy 
surrounding the group. 
One claimant alleged that he 
was targeted by Creep Catchers after 
criticizing their organization on a 
Facebook video and was wrongly 
identified as a pedophile, highlighting 
the risks involved with a group 
administering justice outside the law.
The RCMP took Laforge’s arrest as 
an opportunity to restate their strong 
opposition to vigilante groups. 
“Vigilantism is a risk to all those 
involved, including victims, or potential 
victims, and/or the safety of those persons 
intent on broadcasting the suspected 
crime,” said a spokesperson for the Surrey 
RCMP in a statement to Global News. 
Police departments across the country 
have repeated this opposition, particularly 
as social media allows for a more global 
and volatile form of vigilante justice.
Shortly after his arrest, Laforge 
was released with no charges raised. 
He claimed in a Facebook post that he 
was released on bail, but police say he 
was released “on a promise to appear” 
in court at a later date, and have not 
released further information on the case.
Surrey Creep Catchers president arrested
öö Leader of controversial group briefly jailed
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
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All BC post-secondary institutions will be required to implement a 
sexual assault policy as of May 18.
The bill was introduced in BC 
legislature in April 2016 by Green Party 
leader Andrew Weaver, and was built 
on by the BC Liberals. After Ontario 
implemented mandatory sexual assault 
policies in January, BC will be the second 
province to enforce such policies.
“The idea is to make sure that every 
young person on campus, in particular 
young women who may be the victims 
of sexual assault, knows that they can 
report it, that they will be safe if they 
report it, and that they will get the 
assistance that they’re requesting when 
they report it,” said BC Premier Christy 
Clark when the bill was introduced, 
according to the Globe and Mail.
“I think the development of policy 
like this is going to help students 
feel like they’re not only safe to come 
forward, but that going forward and 
disclosing is something that’s going 
to result in them being supported 
by the institution,” former UVIC 
Director of External Relations, Kenya 
Rogers, had said to the Globe and Mail 
while the bill was in legislature.
Douglas College has several policies 
in place for sexual offences. The Sexual 
Harassment or Personal Discrimination 
policy has been in place since December 
2002, which covers allegations of a non-
violent nature. Violent allegations fall 
into either Douglas College’s Violence 
Prevention Involving College Employees 
or the Violence Prevention Involving 
Students/Users policy, both of which 
have been in place since April 2006. It 
remains unclear if BC’s enforcement 
of sexual assault policies will require 
Douglas College to create a more specific 
policy for allegations of sexual violence.
UBC recently finished creating 
a new policy that has been in 
development for over a year. The 
policy will create centralized offices 
at UBC’s Vancouver and Okanagan 
campuses, and will hire specialized 
directors to investigate allegations.
The legal enforcement of sexual 
assault policies in BC and Ontario 
could lead to similar legislation in 
other provinces, and perhaps even 
at a federal level. The Nova Scotia 
branch of the Canadian Federation of 
Students has petitioned their education 
minister to introduce similar legislation. 
Manitoba passed the Sexual Violence 
Awareness and Prevention Act in 
November 2016, but it is not as strictly 
enforced, since there is no timeframe 
as to when post-secondary institutions 
are required to enforce a policy. 
However, there has been some 
doubt whether the enforcement of 
sexual assault policies will do much 
to alleviate the underlying problem. A 
concern is that the policies will focus on 
handling the cases of victims that come 
forward, but do not contribute much 
to the prevention of sexual assault.
“The kind of hope that we all had 
when the legislation came in was that it 
would shift all the university cultures and 
college cultures toward a more prevention-
based, survivor-focused orientation, 
where they would acknowledge sexual 
violence was a social fact on campus,” 
Carleton University associate law 
professor Dawn Moore said to CBC.
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
öö Legislation goes into effect May 18
BC to enforce post-secondary 
sexual assault policies
The idea is to make 
sure that every 
young person 
on campus...
knows that they 
can report it.”
– Christy Clark
With the BC provincial election days away, the 
BC Liberals have taken a strong 
opposition to a policy passed by 
the City of Vancouver in 2016.
The City of Vancouver created a 
policy last year—as part of the city’s 
Renewable Energy Strategy—that 
aims to reduce the use of natural 
gas in the city, ideally eliminating 
the use of non-renewable energy by 
2050. According to CBC, natural gas 
in Vancouver is the cause of 26 per 
cent of greenhouse gas emissions 
in the city. The policy aims to 
discourage people from using 
natural gas in any new buildings 
and buildings that are applying 
for a rezoning by creating stricter 
requirements to be met by building 
owners before they are allowed to 
use natural gas in the building. The 
policy came into effect on May 1.
“How a developer meets 
those targets is up to them; it can 
involve a mix of better insulation, 
thicker windows, and better design, 
as well as opting for renewable 
energy. Developers can choose to 
build new buildings with natural 
gas, provided they can meet the 
energy efficiency and emissions 
targets (50 per cent decrease in 
GHGs),” the City of Vancouver 
stated in an April 29 press release.
It is a move that many have 
dubbed an outright ban, although 
the policy does not punish 
anyone for using natural gas.
BC Liberal candidate for 
Vancouver-Quilchena, Andrew 
Wilkinson, made the party’s 
stance on the issue clear on April 
29. Should the BC Liberals be re-
elected on May 9, he said that they 
will require Vancouver to adjust 
its policy and make it easier for 
buildings to access natural gas.
“While we all agree that 
climate change must be addressed, 
banning natural gas from the 
City of Vancouver at a huge cost 
to residents is not the way to go,” 
Wilkinson said, according to CBC.
When the policy was 
announced back in July 2016, 
FortisBC stated that the decision 
could cost families $1,500 extra 
in energy expenses per year. 
The new energy policy may 
also be costly to restaurants, who 
often rely more on natural gas 
than other establishments.
“Over the last year we’ve had 
a lot of small-business owners 
absolutely concerned around the 
uncertainty of this issue,” Ian 
Tostenson, president of the BC 
Restaurant and Food Services 
Association, said to the Vancouver 
Sun. “I really appreciate [that] the 
provincial government stood-up 
and did something [for our sector].”
Yet BC NDP leader John 
Horgan criticized Wilkinson’s 
sudden stance on the issue.
“This is a Vancouver issue 
that has been discussed for 
almost the last eight months. 
Why it became important to Mr. 
Wilkinson is, we’ve got nine days 
until the next election,” Horgan 
said to the Vancouver Sun.
BC Liberal stance on natural gas gets heated
öö Incumbent government attempts to override municipal policy
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
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Over the past 23 years, the Mom’s the Word series has explored 
various themes including raising a 
family, marriage, and women’s lives. 
Now the moms are back, middle aged, 
and they talk about their children 
moving out of their houses in Mom’s 
the Word 3: Nest 1/2 Empty.
The play stars Jill Daum, Alison 
Kelly, Robin Nichol, Barbara Pollard, and 
Deborah Williams as they talk about their 
children being grown up, no longer living 
at home, and how the mothers adapt to 
their houses being “1/2 empty.” If you saw 
the first two plays, you would find that a 
lot of things have changed since the series 
began, with some of the moms being 
married and some of them divorced.
The moms explain their stories in 
the form of monologues and they use 
various things in the set—which consists 
of boxes you might find in a house when 
someone is moving—to show what 
they are talking about. Also, the other 
moms get involved when there are other 
characters in a mom’s story. Each of the 
moms has a different story. Robin talks 
about her children visiting her, Deborah 
discusses her family’s dog passing away, 
Alison shares her many experiences with 
a swimming instructor named Luigi when 
she does a water aerobics class, Jill learns 
about Alzheimer’s Disease when her 
husband is diagnosed with the illness, 
and Barbara talks about going through 
the effects of 
menopause. 
All of their 
stories 
are true, 
and the 
addition of humour makes 
them more interesting. 
In the first half there are two 
interesting musical numbers, including 
a very elaborate one when Alison talks 
about a noodle in a swimming pool as 
a best friend. Also, there is a musical 
number at the end of the first 
half when the moms do a 
mashup of various well-
known songs, with 
the words of the 
songs changed to 
talk about their 
everyday lives.
During the 
intermission, 
Deborah 
sends 
text messages to her daughter, which 
she describes as poetry. Throughout 
the play, she goes off the stage and talks 
to the audience. I enjoyed Jill’s story 
because she explains the illness very well 
and shares how she has to talk about it 
with the rest of her family. It reminds 
me of the stories of the lead singers of 
various Canadian bands having serious 
illnesses, including Spirit of the West’s 
John Mann and The Tragically Hip’s Gord 
Downie. Alison’s story has a lot of funny 
moments, and there is a notably one when 
you may want to cover your kid’s eyes. 
The performance I saw was a 
Talkback Tuesday, during which the 
audience gets to ask the cast of the 
play questions. I asked them two 
questions: Because of the success of 
Kim’s Convenience, would you adapt the 
plays into a show or a film, and what 
is your favourite show on Netflix? Jill 
told me that while there were many 
attempts to turn the plays into a show, 
so far it has not worked, but they are still 
willing to do it. Also, the entire cast told 
me that they have different shows on 
Netflix that they like, and the streaming 
service is mentioned in the play.
Because the play is very successful, 
it has been extended by two weeks. If 
you would like to learn more about 
motherhood, bring your kids to see 
Mom’s the Word 3: Nest 1/2 Empty. 
The show is now playing at the 
Granville Island Stage until May 20.
Motherhood: The later years
öö ‘Mom’s the Word 3: Nest 1/2 Empty’ play review
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
“Is it wickedness? Is it weakness? You decide.”
On April 14, Compton’s human 
sacrifice, poet, and artist, Kendrick 
Lamar, released his fourth and most 
ambitious album to date: DAMN. 
Fraught with experimental beats, 
melodious rhythms, and exhilarating 
lyrics, DAMN. is a musical joyride, even 
though it contains a shorter tracklist 
than his previous discographies. The 
album name and track list is presented 
in all caps, illustrating the power and 
significance each song has to the album. 
Lamar’s skillful storytelling and poetic 
symbolism will make it a challenge to stop 
yourself from repeating the title of the 
album the entire time you listen to it.
The album is symbolic and 
blunt, emotional and numbing; it is a 
contradiction of itself, yet the songs work 
together harmoniously. The first half of 
DAMN. is dark and aggressive, almost 
angry. Recurring themes of racism, 
police brutality, and social inequalities 
appear frequently in his albums, but 
never in such a bitter and tired way as 
they do in DAMN. On the front cover 
of his album he looks drained—weary 
even—by the ways of the world. 
The first song on the album is 
“BLOOD,” a stoic account of a woman 
looking for help, which ends in the death 
of the song’s main character, Lamar 
himself. The song takes a political turn 
however, with a sound clip of Fox News 
reporters critiquing Lamar’s lyrics in the 
song “Alright” from his previous album 
To Pimp a Butterfly. “And we hate the po-
po, wanna kill us in the street, fo-sho.” 
“Ugh, I don’t like it.” Lamar’s response is 
quickly showcased as the first track fades 
out and the second track “DNA” opens 
with a righteous “I got, I got, I got, I got 
loyalty got royalty inside my DNA.”
The second half of the album delves 
deeper into religious and political themes, 
and it consists of aggressively symbolic 
notions of evil, freedom, and Lamar’s 
experiences as a Black man living in 
America. The Lamar and U2 collaboration 
“XXX” is a concrete example of this. In the 
beginning of the track, Lamar describes 
the moral ambiguity and the duality of 
man. “Throw a steak off the ark to a pool 
full of sharks, he’ll take it,” suggesting 
even the most innocent of people can do 
evil in certain circumstances. Following 
this is an anecdote of Lamar’s friend 
calling him drunk and belligerent because 
his only son was killed, to which Lamar 
responds with a message of revenge. 
Lamar then takes on a more 
philosophical tone, and even goes 
on to question his own mortality 
in the next song “FEAR.” 
“When I was 27 I grew accustomed to 
more fear.” As Lamar’s albums progress—
and the older he becomes—he begins to 
realize the mortality of his own life and 
discusses how close he is to death at any 
moment. “I’ll probably die anonymous, 
I’ll probably die with promises.” He 
lists the various ways and reasons he 
has been berated by his mother and 
the constant anxieties that surround 
him, followed by a chilling metaphor: 
“If I could smoke fear away, I’d roll that 
motherfucker up, then I’d take two puffs.”
Kendrick Lamar is at the peak of his 
musical career, and DAMN. is a testament 
to that. Every new album he releases is 
more powerful and more extraordinary 
than the one that came before. 
For Kendrick Lamar, the only direction 
to go is up, and that’s exactly where he’s 
headed. His DAMN. album and tour 
will be sure to illustrate the strengths of 
Lamar—not only as an rapper but as an 
artist and a performer. His future albums 
will only become better and better and 
I, like many of his fans, am excited to see 
what Lamar has planned for the future.
Another ‘DAMN.’ review
öö The past, present and future of Kendrick Lamar
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
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There might be no truer Canadian pastime than hating Nickelback.
Their wannabe-angsty lyrics, 
their slew of Billboard-charting hits 
that all sound basically the same, and 
frontman Chad Kroeger’s hairstyle that 
is reminiscent of old ramen all make 
the band so easy to mock. But for all the 
flak they get, it’s hard to deny that they 
must be doing something right, seeing as 
they’ve been commercially successful on 
a large scale since the early 2000s. When 
and why did we start deciding that hating 
Nickelback was the cool thing to do?
The band’s been subject to some 
scorn since its early days. Formed in 
Alberta in 1995, Nickelback signed in 1999 
with EMI Canada and with Roadrunner 
Records in the US, a predominantly hard 
rock and heavy metal label. Even though 
early Nickelback music is somewhat 
heavier and grungier than their later 
“radio-friendly” fare, they’re still nowhere 
near other Roadrunner acts like, say, King 
Diamond or Slipknot, so right off the bat 
metal fans were incredulous of the band.
Of course, Nickelback hate couldn’t 
become popular until Nickelback 
themselves gained mainstream attention. 
In Canada, some of their early success 
came from CRTC regulations requiring 
at least 40 per cent of music on radios to 
be Canadian content. However, on both 
sides of the border, the band really shot to 
success with their 2001 album Silver Side 
Up and its lead single “How You Remind 
Me,” which received several Juno awards 
and was named by Billboard as the most 
played song of 2002 in the US. The song 
drew from watered-down aspects of ’90s 
grunge, aided by Kroeger’s slightly hoarse 
vocals singing lyrics about relationship 
angst, and transformed their form of 
grunge into a more relatable format. The 
sound certainly worked for one song, but 
when the band released “Someday” in 
2003, the lead single off their next album, 
a lot of listeners thought it sounded far 
too similar to “How You Remind Me.”
Widespread disdain for the band 
started to take solid shape around 
this time. Between 2002 and 2004, 
Comedy Central repeatedly ran an 
ad for the show Tough Crowd with 
Colin Quinn where a comedian made 
a quip about detesting Nickelback. 
From there the sentiment became 
increasingly normalized, and hating 
Nickelback became a cultural norm.
The band’s own attitude toward their 
fame/infamy only bolstered the trend. 
Kroeger himself has acknowledged in 
interviews that he’s tried to write music 
that’s as catchy as possible by taking 
the elements of top hits from other 
successful artists. To a lot of critics, this 
only succeeded in making the group as 
bland and fake as possible. Then in 2006, 
Nickelback released the single “Rockstar,” 
a song about the most hedonistic, 
materialistic, inauthentic aspects of a 
famous musician’s lifestyle. The band 
has claimed that the song is meant to 
mock the very image Nickelback seems 
to represent, but to a lot of listeners, 
the song isn’t self-aware so much as it is 
ironically terrible. “Rockstar” went on to 
achieve massive commercial success—
while simultaneously being labelled 
by many as one of the worst songs of 
all time. In 2008, the song was used 
in a commercial for British furniture 
retailer DFS, an ad that was later banned 
from TV. The ad was actually banned 
because DFS had doctored the size of 
its sofas, not because “Rockstar” is too 
terrible for TV, but this incident certainly 
didn’t help the band’s reputation.
Nickelback hate has only continued 
to grow ever since. At Thanksgiving 
of 2011, Nickelback was slated to play 
during the NFL halftime show in the 
game between the Detroit Lions and 
Green Bay Packers, and over 55,000 
fans signed a petition to stop them. For 
years, liking—or even listening to—
Nickelback has been one of the darkest 
of slurs: During Trump’s presidential 
campaign last year, the then-presidential 
candidate had a protestor removed from 
a Republican rally for carrying a “Trump 
Likes Nickelback” sign. Late last year, a 
policeman from PEI even (jokingly) used 
the threat of listening to Nickelback as 
a scare tactic against drunk drivers.
In April 2016, a Finnish graduate 
student named Salli Anttonen conducted 
an academic study on the phenomenon 
of Nickelback hate. Anttonen’s paper, 
titled “Hypocritical Bullshit Performed 
Through Gritted Teeth: Authenticity 
Discourses in Nickelback’s Album Reviews 
in Finnish Media,” claims that Nickelback 
is “too much of everything to be enough 
of something.” By trying to write music 
that appeals to everyone’s tastes, critics 
assert, Nickelback ends up actually 
taking the worst elements of everything. 
So is Nickelback actually that bad, or do 
people mainly hate the band because 
it just seems like everyone else does? 
Judge for yourself, but the writer of 
this article, at least, will unashamedly 
admit to liking some of their songs.
A note on history: Hating Nickelback 
for all the wrong reasons
öö The cultural phenomenon of making fun of Nickelback
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Continuing with the outrageous, juvenile humour that made the 
TV series so popular, The Inbetweeners 
Movie (2011) takes Britain’s most 
suburban chumps on vacation to 
Malta, where they aspire to behave 
like stereotypical “lads-on-tour.”
The film wastes little time in 
reminding the viewer of the main 
characters’ signature features, while 
also introducing some new ones. Will 
is shown being mocked by his father, a 
character introduced in this film. Jay is 
caught masturbating by his mother… 
again. Simon gets his heart torn out by 
Carly… again. And Neil is shown still 
being a total moron who somehow 
manages to be more successful with 
women than all his friends combined.
An early scene that highlights 
the friendship’s dynamics is when 
Simon’s three friends try to figure 
out how to comfort Simon about his 
breakup. First, they stare at each other 
awkwardly, and then eventually try to 
come up with questionably helpful—
and certainly self-serving—ways of 
helping him get over his breakup.
It should be noted that the humour 
in this film is heavily targeted towards 
a male audience. The Inbetweeners TV 
series played heavily on lad culture, 
the British sub-culture of middle-class 
males engaging in drunken behaviour, 
sexism, and anti-intellectualism. 
This is evident throughout the film, 
with phallic jokes, cussing, and heavy 
intoxication. The individual characters’ 
plotlines revolve around dealing 
with relationships, in the case of Neil 
and Simon, or trying to lose their 
virginities, in the case of Jay and Will. 
What this film adds to the staple 
Inbetweeners “lad” humour is the 
vacation. Much like the stereotype of 
the “ugly American,” the stereotype of 
lads abroad involves people behaving 
badly due to being in foreign countries. 
British lads, specifically, have acquired 
something of a reputation for outrageous 
behaviour in Southern Europe. This 
film coins the term “lads-on-tour.”
The film directly confronts this sub-
culture in one of its earliest sequences. 
The main characters—aspiring lads—
meet some older and far more committed 
lads—dedicated British football fans—as 
soon as they board the bus to their 
accommodations in Crete. Playing with 
the title of the series and the film, the 
protagonists are only wannabe lads, 
or in-between being boys and lads, 
because they are too young and lacking 
in self-confidence to engage in truly 
outrageous behaviour. Their attempt 
to live up to such an unworthy ideal 
makes the film only more amusing.
In sum, The Inbetweeners Movie 
successfully creates a humorous 
storyline of the popular TV series’ 
protagonists going on vacation, where 
almost everything that can go wrong, 
does go wrong. The lad culture, with its 
foul language, drunken behaviour, and 
occasional sexism and racism, is amped up 
by the foreign setting. The film knows who 
its audience is, and it targets this audience 
with a successful comedic package.
Lads-on-tour
öö A film review of ‘The Inbetweeners Movie’
Jan Prchal
Columnist
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Speaking as someone who was raised on a farm in the 
armpit of British Columbia...
Get Off My Land! (2017) is a thematic 
tile-placement game with market 
mechanics for two to four players, 
designed by Gord, Liam, and Steph at First 
Fish Games. In the game, players take on 
the role of farmers, plant crops and raise 
livestock according to the rhythms of the 
seasons. However, all is not peaceful on 
the farm, as your neighbours steal your 
crops and knock down your fences in 
hopes of expanding their own farmlands.
This game has a lot of potential 
strategies, from creating isolationist 
monopolies based on ducks and 
potatoes, to investing in machines and 
oil by clearcutting acreage, to aggressive 
land grabs by the less salacious types. 
The game boasts a fencing mechanic 
somewhat inspired by Settler of Catan’s 
road building, but with more nuance than 
you can find in most farming-style games. 
Get Off My Land! also boasts a market 
system, a season-based turn-marker 
system, hidden goals, and even the small 
element of worker placement that adds 
more strategy and enjoyment to the game.
Despite the complexity of the 
game, it was really easy to pick up. 
There was very little resistance; once 
the first couple of turns were completed, 
everything ran very well, and the final 
scores were closer than I had anticipated. 
I personally felt that the worker-
placement aspect was under-utilized, 
and I would have liked to see it either 
expanded or simply done away with. 
However, the balance of the game is so 
good I wouldn’t want to mess with it.
I found the game enjoyable, and 
would recommend it to anyone looking for 
a novel game with some good psychology 
and replay value. First Fish Games’ Get 
Off My Land! is funded on Kickstarter 
where you can contribute until May 11.
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
Good fences make good neighbours
öö ‘Get Off My Land!’ board game review
The Amelia Douglas Gallery’s latest exhibit Here We Go is a 
vibrant showcase of artistic spirit and 
cooperation by people of all abilities. 
Here We Go is presented by L’Arche, 
an organization of communities made up 
of people with and without developmental 
disabilities who live together in a family 
environment. The artists of this gallery 
are from the local branch, L’Arche Greater 
Vancouver, a community of about 120 
people that is located in Burnaby. 
The pieces in this exhibit are part 
of the Art Together program, which is 
in its third year. In Art Together, adults 
with developmental disabilities and the 
people who assist them are put into pairs 
or group of three, and they work together 
over seven weeks to create pieces of art. 
Alex Richmond is the program 
leader of the Emmaus Program, a 
multi-day activity program at L’Arche 
Greater Vancouver. He explained that 
the title of the exhibit—which is also 
the community theme this year—is 
from a line of Scripture (Jeremiah 
6:16) about finding and choosing the 
good path in life. To make these lines 
easily understandable for everyone, 
Richmond said, they boiled it down to 
the simple message of “Here we go.”
 All of the artists have been 
encouraged to interpret the theme in their 
own ways, such as in paintings relating 
to vacations like “Disneyland Airport” by 
Patrick Byron and Jenn Smith, or more 
literal representations like “The Good 
Path” by Melina Boote and Dianne Koci. 
Richmond worked with Guy Holland to 
make “Ready to Go,” an acrylic on canvas 
painting of a fire station that shows 
Holland’s enthusiasm for firefighters.
A lot of teamwork goes into producing 
each piece of artwork—from deciding 
what to make, to the artistic process itself. 
Holland has limited mobility, so to create 
“Ready to Go,” Richmond used tape to 
mask areas of the canvas, while Holland 
did the actual painting by brush. “It’s a 
very good collaboration, we both felt like 
we really contributed,” said Richmond.
L’Arche was founded in 1974 by Jean 
Vanier, the son of one of Canada’s previous 
governor generals, Georges Vanier. While 
visiting France, the younger Vanier saw 
how people with disabilities were often 
kept in institutions and treated badly. 
Vanier was inspired to come up with 
a better system of living together as a 
community, instead of in isolation, and 
this became the family model of L’Arche. 
Today L’Arche has over 150 
communities and 14 community projects 
in 37 countries across the world, with 
2 communities in BC: one in Burnaby 
and another on Vancouver Island. 
Audrey Staudacher, President of the 
L’Arche Foundation of Greater Vancouver 
Board, said that the organization gives 
adults with disabilities a chance to live as 
part of a community, an opportunity they 
might never have otherwise had. “L’Arche 
provides them with a family,” she said.
Staudacher explained that many of 
L’Arche’s volunteers or live-in assistants 
often plan to be involved with the 
organization for only a few months or 
a single year, but some of them end up 
staying on a lot longer. Richmond said that 
he had only intended to be with L’Arche for 
6 months, but he’s still here 20 years later.
Annelise Jacky, the Community 
Life Coordinator, has a similar story 
about her time with L’Arche. She first 
became involved with the organization 
in 1998, and originally planned to 
volunteer for one year. But then, 
she said, “One year became 15.”
Jacky said that she’s always awed 
by the talent and creativity that goes 
into the artwork produced at L’Arche. 
Although some of the assistants have 
degrees from art schools, the real stars 
of the show are the core members, 
the people with disabilities, who are 
always unafraid to express themselves. 
“They just go for it, you ask what colour 
and they pick the brightest colour, 
and they just really go,” said Jacky.
 And the process of creating art, 
like L’Arche’s whole family model, is 
an amazing experience for everyone 
of all abilities. “You come with a new 
freedom of being yourself,” said Jacky.
Here We Go will be on display in the 
Amelia Douglas Gallery, on the fourth floor 
of the New Westminster Campus, until 
June 10. An Artists Talk will be held on 
Thursday, May 11, at 8 p.m. in the gallery.
Art show brings together people 
with and without disabilities
öö L’Arche Greater Vancouver presents ‘Here We Go’ gallery exhibit
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
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In order to celebrate the return of Comic Corner, I decided to explore 
a publisher that hasn’t been in the 
spotlight all that much. The comic 
publishing house BOOM! may not be 
a household name, but they do have 
quite a few awards under their belt—but 
as we all know, professional accolades 
are no measure for narrative success, 
at least in terms of popular fiction. The 
award-winning Gunnerkrigg Court by 
Thomas Siddell is worth more than just 
a passing glance, despite its troubles.
Written and illustrated by Siddell, 
the plot follows Antimony Carver 
as she attends the somewhat gothic 
boarding school Gunnerkrigg Court. 
The plot is a bit like Charmed meets 
Nancy Drew, as there are magical and 
occult events occurring, and it is the 
job of Antimony and her friend Kat to 
figure it all out. In this first volume, 
the conflicts are fairly basic, as Siddell 
concentrates more on world building 
and character development—which 
will come in handy later, as this is quite 
an extensive series. Despite all the 
narrative development, Siddell does 
still manage to establish overarching 
themes and resolve some of the minor 
conflicts he presents. It’s enough to make 
this first volume feel like a complete 
work unto itself, which I appreciate. 
Artistically, I am not a fan of this 
book. The style is a strange blend of 
manga and something akin to the blunt 
aesthetic of late ’90s cartoons (think 
Angry Beavers). What this produces is a 
style that is too detailed to be endearing, 
yet too basic to be visually stimulating. 
Other than the art, my only real issue 
with this book comes from its translation 
from webcomic into published series. A 
webcomic will often have digressions in 
its plot—little side stories that the artist/
author will present in the middle of a 
larger narrative in order to give themselves 
a break. With traditional comics, the 
artist/author can simply step away and 
pick up from where they left off after 
a couple days, but with webcomics, a 
lot of their popularity is maintained by 
consistency. This means they need to 
have a consistent publishing schedule, 
so they need to put up something, even 
if it is a digression from their currently 
running plot. When Gunnerkrigg Court 
was published into a collected work, these 
digressions were left in, and therefore 
they became a bit of an annoyance.
Overall, I don’t regret picking this volume 
up, and would probably recommend it 
to a friend who may be into school life 
drama—but I probably won’t be picking 
up the second volume for myself. 
Comic Corner: 
Entertaining, but 
failed to cast its spell
öö ‘Gunnerkrigg Court Vol. 1: Orientation’ review
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Comics are damn hard to break 
into. Thousands of issues, volumes 
with the same numbers, events 
spanning multiple timelines… 
it can be a lot to take in. 
Fortunately, there’s an easy way 
to start out. Rather than buying 
individual issues at a comic store, 
seek out volumes, which are multiple 
comics in one larger book. It’s a 
much easier way for a new fan to 
adjust to the unique comic style. 
Here’s a series of volumes—
all available at Surrey libraries or 
at Marvel’s website—that act as 
great introductions to the Marvel 
universe, and aren’t bogged down 
by the ridiculously convoluted 
history of the franchise. 
Avengers World, by 
Hickman and Spencer
An introduction to a new Avengers. 
It’s a great starting-off point with its 
excellent art, writing, and pacing. 
Googling some of the lesser-known 
characters is always good, but you 
really don’t need any background 
information that isn’t supplied in-book. 
Just assume that if they aren’t huge 
famous characters like Captain America 
or Iron Man, then they’re pretty much 
new and unheard-of. Otherwise, that 
Google rabbit hole will never end.
Ms. Marvel Vol. 1, by G. 
Willow Wilson
The origin story for Kamala Khan, one 
of the few Muslim Marvel characters. 
It’s a fun series that doesn’t take 
itself too seriously. Everyone should 
experience a good origin story when 
they first start reading comics, and 
this is one of the best that’s come out 
recently. It does have some characters 
or locales that are unfamiliar to 
non-comic readers, but it’s all well 
explained within the pages, so any more 
investigation is entirely up to you.
Thor: God of Thunder Vol. 
1, by Aaron and Ribic
Three different Thors across time 
investigate the murder of gods around 
the galaxy. Young Asshole Thor, Current 
Avenger Thor, and Old Asshole Thor 
have their stories spliced together 
for a sweeping look at his life and 
personality. It’s a wild and crazy glimpse 
into how divinity works in the Marvel 
universe, with great art and a horrifying 
atmosphere of nihilistic dread.
Getting into 
Marvel Comics
öö A recommended reading list for newcomers
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Im
ag
e 
vi
a 
M
ar
ve
l
Im
ag
e 
vi
a 
g
u
n
n
er
kr
ig
g
.w
ik
ia
.c
o
m
sports
Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
 O College to competitive e-sports? Can you 
really make a living playing games?
And more!
WIN LOSS WIN % STRK L10
DOUGLAS 22 0 1.000 22W 10-0
EDMONDS 22 4 0.846 5W 7-3
PIERCE 13 8 0.619 8W 8-2
BELLEVUE 15 11 0.577 3L 7-3
HIGHLINE 11 11 0.500 1W 6-4
EVERETT 9 14 0.391 4L 4-6
OLYMPIC 8 18 0.308 6L 2-8
SKAGIT 
VALLEY 5 19 0.208 2L 3-7
SHORELINE 2 22 0.083 5L 1-9
WIN LOSS WIN % STRK L10
EVERETT 14 2 0.875 1L 8-2
BELLEVUE 11 5 0.688 3W 8-2
EDMONDS 13 7 0.650 1W 5-5
SKAGIT 
VALLEY 7 9 0.438 1L 5-5
SHORELINE 6 10 0.375 3L 3-7
OLYMPIC 7 13 0.350 4W 4-6
DOUGLAS 2 14 0.125 7L 2-8
 
SOFTBALLBASEBALL
A man’s sport? 
öö Gender discrimination in rugby 
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
The sports community is unfortunately 
notorious for being 
male-dominated 
and exclusionary to 
women. This is all 
too evident in sports 
like football, hockey, and rugby. 
Rougher and more aggressive sports 
are seen as masculine and thus unfit for 
women, perpetuating the stereotype 
that women are weaker than men. This also 
could be the reason for the use of the “like a 
girl” insult that is thrown around when men do 
something that is considered weak or un-masculine. 
However, despite the fact that women are perfectly fit to 
play rugby—and in fact do play the sport arguably just 
as well as their male counterparts—the sexist notion 
that women are weaker than men, and are therefore not 
fit to play such aggressive sports sadly still persists. 
People have been questioning whether women are fit 
for the rough and tough sport of rugby for as long as it 
has been a sport. This debate was put on blast in 2015 
when female rugby player Sarah Chester suffered a 
brain injury from being tackled in a game, which 
resulted in her death. Regardless of how many men 
also suffering from fatal injuries in rugby, the case 
of Sarah Chester was used to justify the idea that 
women should not be involved in such violent 
sports. It should hardly be surprising that the 
possibility of suffering a fatal injury while playing 
a sport is a risk to any player, regardless of gender. 
Even within the professional rugby community, 
women are not treated as equals to their male 
counterparts. Women’s sports often get less media 
coverage because they are seen as less important, making 
female sports role models unavailable for young sports 
fans. Women’s leagues also receive less sponsorships, 
lower wages, and less status than other male rugby 
players, making women’s rugby second to men’s rugby in 
both sport equality and society. In spite of the growing 
awareness of gender inequality in sports—and that 
women’s participation in sports have increased in the last 
decade—it is an unfortunate fact that women’s efforts and 
achievements are much less acknowledged than men’s.
Sports are supposed to embody positive values 
and morals, like learning mutual respect, fair play, 
cooperation, and equality. However, sports also have the 
potential to reflect negative and unethical morals. It can 
either serve to be a positive influence for inclusiveness, or 
illustrate the negative prejudices that divide society. By 
insisting that rugby is too tough for women and is “a man’s 
sport” these negative stereotypes are perpetuated further, 
and until inclusiveness for all genders is instilled into all 
sports—regardless of their levels of aggressiveness—
the exclusion of women in rugby will continue to 
be an issue in the sporting community. Ph
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After a rebuild season last year, the Royals’ baseball team has 
continued to struggle on the field. 
Sitting with a conference record of 2–14, 
the Royals are quickly facing a situation 
where they need a miracle to qualify for 
the playoffs. With 8 games remaining, 
and them being 5 games behind the 
last playoff spot, the team needs to win 
3/4 of their games and need their rivals 
to drop their games. Two losses for 
the Royals could spell the end of their 
season. 
But how did it get to this point? 
Well, to be frank, it was a tough initial 
rebuild year for the team. Only 1/4 of 
their roster came back this year, and 
much of last year’s North division 
rosters remained similar. In short, this 
year may just as well be chalked up to 
being an0ther rebuild year. 
It isn’t all doom and gloom, 
however. The team has had some bright 
spots this year, as well. Wyatt Versluis 
has emerged as a pitching phenom 
for the Royals. The pitcher initially 
started as a relief pitcher but forced 
his way into the starting rotation. His 
consistent performances have earned 
him a 3.12 ERA. Not to mention that he 
holds one of the Royals’ two wins. His 
pitching has been fantastic so far, and 
he could very well be a pitcher the team 
looks to next year. 
Another pitcher in the limelight 
for the Royals is Alex Gibbons. 
Gibbons has been near flawless this 
season, pitching an ERA of 0.00 
through three games. The relief 
pitcher has done his job perfectly 
so far this season. He could very 
well continue to be a key reliever, or 
see himself in the starters mound 
sometime soon. Either way, the rookie 
has surprised many and been a bright 
spot for the team so far. 
In terms of batting, Rodney 
Gilbert has been the leader for the 
Royals. The sophomore has flashed his 
experience on the batting mound this 
year. The team’s infielder has lead the 
team batting average with a 0.318 and 
14 hits on the season. Tyler Melenchuk 
has been the rookie batter who has 
risen through the ranks this year. His 
batting average of 0.242 is second 
only to Gilbert’s. As a batter who is 
often able to get some good contact, 
Melenchuk could very well be someone 
to keep your eyes on in the near future. 
Overall, the team has a tough 
challenge ahead of them. Can they 
do it? It’s possible. But it’s going to 
be a gauntlet. With a series against 
Shoreline and Bellevue coming up, 
and the need to win 6 out of 8 of those 
games, the likelihood of the team 
pulling off this feat is small but it is 
there. Overall, it did feel like another 
rebuild year for the team. All they can 
do is put their chin down and focus on 
the road ahead.
If you had told me that the Royals softball team was going to be as 
dominant as they are, I would’ve 
shrugged and told you maybe. But this 
year, the team has really put themselves 
on the map. After a tough second-place 
finish at the NWAC Championships last 
year, the team felt the need to prove 
themselves, and have done so handily. 
No team in the NWAC conference 
has gone undefeated so far this season. 
Well, except for the Royals. Sitting at a 
cushy 22–0 record, the team has shown 
very little, if any, signs of stopping. They 
haven’t been close losses either. Blowout 
games like the 20–3 and 13–4 results 
against Shoreline have helped them 
make a statement. To make the point 
even clearer, out of the 22 games the 
Royals have played, they have defeated 
their opponents with 8 or more runs in 
14 of those games. 
While the team as a whole is playing 
remarkably, there are a few standout 
players. The pitching staff for the Royals 
has been marvelous. Keeley Ainge has 
been lights out for the Royals. Their go-
to pitcher leads the league for pitchers 
with at least 10 games in ERA (1.83), 
walks allowed (12), earned runs (20), and 
wins (10). She’s also one of the league’s 
best at strikeouts, sending 62 batters off 
the mound without a reward. 
However, behind her are some very 
good pitchers. Kira Staley has had a 
rookie season to be proud of. An ERA of 
3.34 through 10 games is not something 
to balk at. Jesse Goddard has also been 
remarkable. The relief pitcher has been 
clutch when she’s needed to, pitching 
in four games so far this season and 
amassing an ERA of 3.00. 
While the pitching has been solid, 
no one can complain about the batting. 
Every single Royal has batted over a .300 
this season. There are nearly five Royals 
who are batting near a .500 or over a 
.500. Natasha Beddard leads the bunch, 
and the league, in batting average with 
a scorching .545. Her 29 runs, 36 hits, 
30 RBI, and 15 walks have made her 
one of the league’s premier hitters. Not 
to mention she’s a rookie. Talk about 
impressive.
I could go on and list every single 
one of the Royals batters, but I think you 
get it. The team can hit, run, and throw. 
They can definitely play. And they’re 
going to bring the wrath of Canadian 
athletics down on the heads of their 
opponents in the NWAC Championships. 
Their only danger? Complacency. 
Being so good can make you very 
complacent. The hope was that the 
North division’s other top team, 
Edmonds College, would challenge the 
Royals, but that didn’t really happen. 
As of now, the team hasn’t really been 
challenged. When that changes come 
playoffs, the hope is that the team can 
adapt. If not, it’s going to be a rough ride.
If they don’t become complacent, 
this could be the year they win it all. 
Nearly half of the last year’s runner up 
lineup is back this year, and the key is 
star pitcher Keeley Ainge. If Ainge can 
put in another gem of a tournament, 
the team will continue to dominate on 
the conference stage. It really could be 
the year the only Canadian team in the 
NWAC wins the Championship. After 
all, if you haven’t lost all season, why 
ever start?
Out of this league
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Royals Softball shows NWAC how it’s done
Out of the 22 games the Royals have played, 
they have defeated their opponents with 
8 or more runs in 14 of those games. 
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Baseball Blues
öö Royals Baseball faces do-or-die situation
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
Cry Baby
      2015 - Melanie Martinez
Brittney MacDonald, Life & Style Editor 
Melanie Martinez’s debut album Cry Baby takes 
inspiration from the idea of the deception of innocence, 
so the music itself is fairly upbeat or childlike, but with 
a darker message in the lyrics themselves. Flowing 
seamlessly between the Electronic and Alternative 
genres, this album tells a very distinct and sinister story 
if you follow the progression of the song list.
If this album had a visual element it would begin with 
showing an isolated young girl with a diﬃ  cult home life. 
Though her family has the appearance of perfection, 
it simply isn’t, and this leaves her feeling alone 
(“Dollhouse” and “Sippy Cup”). She is then kidnapped 
and held captive by a man who, over a period of time, 
gives her some form of the love and aﬀ ection she 
craved, so she then develops Stockholm Syndrome 
(“Tag, you’re it”). However, as her own feelings 
manifest, she begins to exhibit extreme jealousy, 
not only over his relationship with the other captives 
he holds, but also over all his personal relationships 
outside of the one he has with her. It is at this point 
she decides to kill him rather than lose him (“Milk 
and Cookies”). After he’s dead, she falls in and out of 
relationships with older men who value her only for her 
youthful beauty (“Mrs. Potato Head”), but as that fades 
away she has a breakdown and she’s left alone and 
addicted to pharmaceuticals (“Mad Hatter”).
If albums were presented visually
By Jerrison Oracion, Senior Columnist
A visual component has started to become a bigger part of music albums than it used to be, as nowadays some releases include a music video for 
every song. All of the music videos in the album can be related in a way to show a theme or create a story that would be very much like a movie. 
Beck’s album The Information was one of the ﬁ rst albums to have a visual for the whole album, which not only came with a customizable cover with 
stickers, but also with a visual DVD. Then, the visual aspect of an album went mainstream when Beyoncé’s two recent unannounced albums came 
with visuals: Beyoncé (2013) and Lemonade (2016).
The visual of Lemonade is a 1 hour and 30 minute epic that talks about race relations in the United States. Just like the album, it aired 
unannounced, showing on HBO before being put on Tidal. During Beyoncé’s acceptance speech after winning the Grammy Award for Best Adult 
Alternative Album for the album, she called it a ﬁ lm more than an album. There are also other recent albums that have music videos for some songs, 
but could have them for the other songs of the album as well. The visual of The Weeknd’s recent album Starboy (2016) would look like a 1980s 
science ﬁ ction ﬁ lm and the visual of Ariana Grande’s recent album Dangerous Woman (2016) would be about feminism. 
But what would happen if other albums were also shown with a visual?
Views
      2016 - Drake 
Jerrison Oracion, Senior Columnist
If this album were a complete visual, we would see 
Drake walking around his hometown of Toronto. It 
would be raining in the city, so thunderstorms would 
be likely to occur. We’d see Toronto from various views 
including Yonge Street, a window in an apartment, the 
top of a building, a club, and Drake’s car as he drives 
through a major street in the city. When he gets to 
speciﬁ c areas, he remembers a certain memory in his 
life and we’d get to see that through ﬂ ashbacks. During 
one scene, he’d pay homage to a road that he often 
walked and he’d talk about all of the things that he did 
with his friends on that road.
Next, we’d see him going to a Toronto Raptors game 
in the Air Canada Center with a woman (though it 
would not be Rihanna) and the Toronto Raptors win 
the game. Then, we’d see him in a club and everyone 
in the club dancing when One Dance is playing. After 
that, Future would see Drake in his apartment and 
they’d imagine winning a Grammy Award. Drake then 
would see Rihanna in a cafe in Queen Street West and 
they’d have a conversation about being too good for 
each other, and questioning whether they are actually 
dating. Finally, he would sits on the top of the CN 
Tower shout out to a lot of people.
As a bonus, we would see various women in a call 
center and Drake dancing in bright spaces.
Ma Fleur
      2007 - The Cinematic Orchestra
Rebecca Peterson, Humour Editor
Ma Fleur is a full-length studio album by the Cinematic 
Orchestra, a modern jazz and electronic band created 
in 1999 by Jason Swinscoe. This album is probably 
best known for the song “To Build a Home” and its 
coda “That Home,” which has been featured in shows, 
movies, trailers, and commercials ever since its 
release. However, the album in its entirety is something 
of a masterpiece, concluding in an eight-minute track 
titled “Time and Space.”
As a visual, I imagine the album playing out like a home 
video converted into some kind of fancy arthouse 
ﬁ lm, where the meaning is left ambiguous, with the 
focus being more on the mood evoked by the visuals, 
rather than a strict narrative. The album opens with the 
well-known “To Build a Home,” a simple piano piece 
backed with strings that captures the nostalgia and 
longing for a place to feel truly safe and happy. One 
can imagine their own childhood home, wherever they 
were happiest, perhaps portrayed in short sepia clips 
or black and white photographs as the song plays. 
The rest of the album matches this tone and mood, a 
sort of relaxed but evocative trance-like state, bringing 
to mind forgotten memories. Pieces like “As the Stars 
Fall” and “Into You” give a more nighttime, intimate 
atmosphere to the album, something you might listen 
to while sitting on a hill with someone you love, or 
maybe someone you used to love long ago. “That 
Home” brings us back to those images of a happier 
time and place, before cascading into something vast 
and unknown in the ﬁ nal piece, “Time and Space.”
Hospice
      2016 - The Antlers
Chandler Walter, Assistant Editor
The Antlers’ 2009 album Hospice is a concept album 
that tells the story of a hospice worker who falls in love 
with a terminally-ill patient. 
The album runs from start to end with no pauses in 
between, telling a complete story of heartbreak, loss, 
and an impending separation. The songs vary from 
slow and somber to somewhat hopeful, most notably 
in the ﬁ rst single released for the album, “Bear.” 
The song “Bear” was released with a music video: a 
woman’s struggle to carry a boulder up a hill amid a 
bleak and snowy landscape. Fitting, as the song is 
about the pregnancy of a terminally-ill hospice patient, 
and ends with the band-members watching as the 
woman begins up the hill once again, the burden of the 
stone hers—and hers alone—to bear. 
If the entirety of the album were to be made into a 
visual, its colours would be much like those in the 
“Bear” video: greys, blacks, and whites blending 
together in a haze, with any light from the sun casting 
coldly upon the struggling characters. 
Much of the visual story would take place in a hospital 
or hospice, though the bright lights and sterile white 
sheets would not lend well to the mood of the album. 
Hospice is better depicted as a lonely hospital bed 
in the dark of night, with soft moonlight ﬂ ooding in 
through thin curtains. 
However dark the subject matter may be, Hospice is 
a beautifully-executed album, and dares to step into 
a realm often scratched at by musicians but rarely 
fully delved—that of despair, loss, and illness. A 
visual accompaniment of the album would not be the 
prettiest to watch, but it would be beautifully touching 
in its own unique way.
Pure Heroine
      2013 - Lorde
Cazzy Lewchuk, Opinions Editor
Having written and recorded most of songs before the 
age of 16, Lorde’s debut album tells a beautiful journey 
of her teenaged emotions and talent. From the opening 
love lament of “Tennis Court” to the romantic ballad 
closer, “A World Alone,” one truly gets to know Lorde’s 
mind throughout the album. 
If this album were to be presented visually in its 
entirety, we would visit her at a party, drive through 
roads where the houses don’t change, and explore 
her mindset and coping of newfound fame. Many of 
her songs deal with her friends, so we would follow 
them to the tennis courts, under overpasses, and 
on subways, while they talk, drink, bond, and ﬁ ght 
out their problems. It’s a pretty unique situation to 
be a world-famous musician before you even have a 
driver’s licence, but this album conveys the experience 
beautifully. Lorde does her own music for her own 
reasons, and one feels as though they’ve just done 
an in-depth interview when it concludes. She’s got 
her own typical teen experiences (sharing beds and 
laughing like little kids with a special friend) and some 
less relatable celebrity ones, and we would get to see 
that contrast visually. (She may not always be smiling, 
but the notes from her admirers on Tumblr ﬁ ll the 
dashboard all the same.)
Lorde is a typical teen girl who also happens to be a 
superstar. She doesn’t think she’s better than anyone 
else, and she knows that everything’s cool when we’re 
all in line for the throne. She also tells us that we’ll 
never be royals. We know it, and we feel it with—and 
for—her.
Cry Baby
      2015 - Melanie Martinez
Brittney MacDonald, Life & Style Editor 
Melanie Martinez’s debut album Cry Baby takes 
inspiration from the idea of the deception of innocence, 
so the music itself is fairly upbeat or childlike, but with 
a darker message in the lyrics themselves. Flowing 
seamlessly between the Electronic and Alternative 
genres, this album tells a very distinct and sinister story 
if you follow the progression of the song list.
If this album had a visual element it would begin with 
showing an isolated young girl with a diﬃ  cult home life. 
Though her family has the appearance of perfection, 
it simply isn’t, and this leaves her feeling alone 
(“Dollhouse” and “Sippy Cup”). She is then kidnapped 
and held captive by a man who, over a period of time, 
gives her some form of the love and aﬀ ection she 
craved, so she then develops Stockholm Syndrome 
(“Tag, you’re it”). However, as her own feelings 
manifest, she begins to exhibit extreme jealousy, 
not only over his relationship with the other captives 
he holds, but also over all his personal relationships 
outside of the one he has with her. It is at this point 
she decides to kill him rather than lose him (“Milk 
and Cookies”). After he’s dead, she falls in and out of 
relationships with older men who value her only for her 
youthful beauty (“Mrs. Potato Head”), but as that fades 
away she has a breakdown and she’s left alone and 
addicted to pharmaceuticals (“Mad Hatter”).
If albums were presented visually
By Jerrison Oracion, Senior Columnist
A visual component has started to become a bigger part of music albums than it used to be, as nowadays some releases include a music video for 
every song. All of the music videos in the album can be related in a way to show a theme or create a story that would be very much like a movie. 
Beck’s album The Information was one of the ﬁ rst albums to have a visual for the whole album, which not only came with a customizable cover with 
stickers, but also with a visual DVD. Then, the visual aspect of an album went mainstream when Beyoncé’s two recent unannounced albums came 
with visuals: Beyoncé (2013) and Lemonade (2016).
The visual of Lemonade is a 1 hour and 30 minute epic that talks about race relations in the United States. Just like the album, it aired 
unannounced, showing on HBO before being put on Tidal. During Beyoncé’s acceptance speech after winning the Grammy Award for Best Adult 
Alternative Album for the album, she called it a ﬁ lm more than an album. There are also other recent albums that have music videos for some songs, 
but could have them for the other songs of the album as well. The visual of The Weeknd’s recent album Starboy (2016) would look like a 1980s 
science ﬁ ction ﬁ lm and the visual of Ariana Grande’s recent album Dangerous Woman (2016) would be about feminism. 
But what would happen if other albums were also shown with a visual?
Views
      2016 - Drake 
Jerrison Oracion, Senior Columnist
If this album were a complete visual, we would see 
Drake walking around his hometown of Toronto. It 
would be raining in the city, so thunderstorms would 
be likely to occur. We’d see Toronto from various views 
including Yonge Street, a window in an apartment, the 
top of a building, a club, and Drake’s car as he drives 
through a major street in the city. When he gets to 
speciﬁ c areas, he remembers a certain memory in his 
life and we’d get to see that through ﬂ ashbacks. During 
one scene, he’d pay homage to a road that he often 
walked and he’d talk about all of the things that he did 
with his friends on that road.
Next, we’d see him going to a Toronto Raptors game 
in the Air Canada Center with a woman (though it 
would not be Rihanna) and the Toronto Raptors win 
the game. Then, we’d see him in a club and everyone 
in the club dancing when One Dance is playing. After 
that, Future would see Drake in his apartment and 
they’d imagine winning a Grammy Award. Drake then 
would see Rihanna in a cafe in Queen Street West and 
they’d have a conversation about being too good for 
each other, and questioning whether they are actually 
dating. Finally, he would sits on the top of the CN 
Tower shout out to a lot of people.
As a bonus, we would see various women in a call 
center and Drake dancing in bright spaces.
Ma Fleur
      2007 - The Cinematic Orchestra
Rebecca Peterson, Humour Editor
Ma Fleur is a full-length studio album by the Cinematic 
Orchestra, a modern jazz and electronic band created 
in 1999 by Jason Swinscoe. This album is probably 
best known for the song “To Build a Home” and its 
coda “That Home,” which has been featured in shows, 
movies, trailers, and commercials ever since its 
release. However, the album in its entirety is something 
of a masterpiece, concluding in an eight-minute track 
titled “Time and Space.”
As a visual, I imagine the album playing out like a home 
video converted into some kind of fancy arthouse 
ﬁ lm, where the meaning is left ambiguous, with the 
focus being more on the mood evoked by the visuals, 
rather than a strict narrative. The album opens with the 
well-known “To Build a Home,” a simple piano piece 
backed with strings that captures the nostalgia and 
longing for a place to feel truly safe and happy. One 
can imagine their own childhood home, wherever they 
were happiest, perhaps portrayed in short sepia clips 
or black and white photographs as the song plays. 
The rest of the album matches this tone and mood, a 
sort of relaxed but evocative trance-like state, bringing 
to mind forgotten memories. Pieces like “As the Stars 
Fall” and “Into You” give a more nighttime, intimate 
atmosphere to the album, something you might listen 
to while sitting on a hill with someone you love, or 
maybe someone you used to love long ago. “That 
Home” brings us back to those images of a happier 
time and place, before cascading into something vast 
and unknown in the ﬁ nal piece, “Time and Space.”
Hospice
      2016 - The Antlers
Chandler Walter, Assistant Editor
The Antlers’ 2009 album Hospice is a concept album 
that tells the story of a hospice worker who falls in love 
with a terminally-ill patient. 
The album runs from start to end with no pauses in 
between, telling a complete story of heartbreak, loss, 
and an impending separation. The songs vary from 
slow and somber to somewhat hopeful, most notably 
in the ﬁ rst single released for the album, “Bear.” 
The song “Bear” was released with a music video: a 
woman’s struggle to carry a boulder up a hill amid a 
bleak and snowy landscape. Fitting, as the song is 
about the pregnancy of a terminally-ill hospice patient, 
and ends with the band-members watching as the 
woman begins up the hill once again, the burden of the 
stone hers—and hers alone—to bear. 
If the entirety of the album were to be made into a 
visual, its colours would be much like those in the 
“Bear” video: greys, blacks, and whites blending 
together in a haze, with any light from the sun casting 
coldly upon the struggling characters. 
Much of the visual story would take place in a hospital 
or hospice, though the bright lights and sterile white 
sheets would not lend well to the mood of the album. 
Hospice is better depicted as a lonely hospital bed 
in the dark of night, with soft moonlight ﬂ ooding in 
through thin curtains. 
However dark the subject matter may be, Hospice is 
a beautifully-executed album, and dares to step into 
a realm often scratched at by musicians but rarely 
fully delved—that of despair, loss, and illness. A 
visual accompaniment of the album would not be the 
prettiest to watch, but it would be beautifully touching 
in its own unique way.
Pure Heroine
      2013 - Lorde
Cazzy Lewchuk, Opinions Editor
Having written and recorded most of songs before the 
age of 16, Lorde’s debut album tells a beautiful journey 
of her teenaged emotions and talent. From the opening 
love lament of “Tennis Court” to the romantic ballad 
closer, “A World Alone,” one truly gets to know Lorde’s 
mind throughout the album. 
If this album were to be presented visually in its 
entirety, we would visit her at a party, drive through 
roads where the houses don’t change, and explore 
her mindset and coping of newfound fame. Many of 
her songs deal with her friends, so we would follow 
them to the tennis courts, under overpasses, and 
on subways, while they talk, drink, bond, and ﬁ ght 
out their problems. It’s a pretty unique situation to 
be a world-famous musician before you even have a 
driver’s licence, but this album conveys the experience 
beautifully. Lorde does her own music for her own 
reasons, and one feels as though they’ve just done 
an in-depth interview when it concludes. She’s got 
her own typical teen experiences (sharing beds and 
laughing like little kids with a special friend) and some 
less relatable celebrity ones, and we would get to see 
that contrast visually. (She may not always be smiling, 
but the notes from her admirers on Tumblr ﬁ ll the 
dashboard all the same.)
Lorde is a typical teen girl who also happens to be a 
superstar. She doesn’t think she’s better than anyone 
else, and she knows that everything’s cool when we’re 
all in line for the throne. She also tells us that we’ll 
never be royals. We know it, and we feel it with—and 
for—her.
sports // no. 14 theotherpress.ca
When the League of Legends North America League Championship 
Series Finals descended on Vancouver 
in April, it was met by a flurry of eager 
fans. People lined up from the Pacific 
Coliseum almost all the way to Hastings 
Street to get into the stadium for 
the finals. More than 150,000 people 
showed up and took part in the two day 
spectacle, with over 750,000 people 
watching online. For many conventional 
media outlets such as Global BC and 
CTV, the question became: why? Why 
were so many people lined up to watch 
people play a game? How did this single 
event attract more people that any 
single Canucks game this season? 
To answer all of that, you have to 
understand the culture of e-sports and 
the history behind it. When League 
of Legends started at the beginning of 
the decade, it was just like any other 
computer game. Except it wasn’t. 
League’s unique multiplayer gameplay 
made it appealing to large groups of 
gamers and made it easy to market 
to their friends. Its easy-to-pick-up 
game play helped create a welcoming 
community for gamers. 
To break it down simply, League of 
Legends is a team-based game where 
five players tried to destroy the base of 
five other players. It’s relatively simple 
mechanics but addictive style helped 
it quickly rise to the top of multiplayer 
game genres rapidly. Not two years after 
the games release, it was estimated that 
there were over 3 million players around 
the world. But why was it so popular to 
watch?
If you ask any fan in the stadium 
why they were watching, they would 
probably respond with something like, 
“All my friends watch, so I do too.” But if 
you asked a fan in the stadium who they 
were watching, the answer would be 
much different. The biggest difference 
between conventional sports and 
e-sports is the amount of fan interaction 
the average fan has with the player. 
Unlike conventional athletes, who 
often are shielded from the public eye, 
e-sports athletes interact with their 
fans on a near daily basis. The biggest 
source of this would have to be through 
“streaming.” This is where an e-sports 
athlete streams themselves playing 
League of Legends or other games, 
and interacts with their fan base by 
answering questions and sometimes 
even having conversations with them. 
Through streaming and social media 
interaction, professional e-sports 
athletes establish a personality for 
themselves, and their fans. This is 
the biggest reason why people watch 
e-sports. The fans feel like they know 
the players, feel like they know the 
teams. They are connected, and they are 
invested. That’s the reason why 750,000 
people watch an event that others may 
pass over. They are invested in the 
result of their favourite team, player, or 
even coach. 
However, people often wonder why 
these competitive games are called 
e-sports. Can you call these gamers 
athletes? What is the connection 
between them and a conventional 
athlete? Well, if you do some research 
into it, the answer is quite simple. 
E-sports was a name chosen long 
before the rise of League of Legends, to 
reflect the hardship StarCraft players 
went through to be the best. Birthed in 
Korea, e-sports athletes earned their 
name for their reputation for rigorous 
training and stalwart dedication, not 
unlike any other athlete. Modernly, 
the name reflects so much more of the 
culture. 
An e-sports athlete’s practice 
regiment differs from team to team, 
and even more so from region to region. 
But many practice between 5–6 days a 
week for 10–12 hours a day, so not too 
different than the regular athlete. Those 
who would say that the physical toll 
on an e-sports athlete is not the same 
as a regular athlete would be partially 
correct but overall wrong. Although 
physically being an e-sports athlete isn’t 
too demanding, it is mentally draining. 
Having to analyze replays, scrimmage 
with other teams, then analyze those 
results in one sitting would take its toll 
on anyone, no matter how physically fit 
you are. The “grind,” as some athletes 
would call it, is very real in e-sports. 
Financially, the difference between 
an e-sports athlete is marginally 
different. Similar to traditional 
sports, e-sports athlete make a salary 
dependent on their contract. That 
number is also dependent on the 
team, and the region in which they’re 
playing. However, the salary is only 
the base of what they make. Like many 
traditional athletes, e-sports athletes 
take on sponsorships. Some market 
their own brands. Sound familiar? 
However, the bulk of what many 
e-sports athletes make is through 
streaming revenue. When fans tune 
in to watch the personal stream of a 
player, they are hit with ads in between 
games that generate revenue for the 
player; they are given the option to 
subscribe, which supports the athlete 
with monthly payments; or they can 
donate money directly to the player. 
As you can imagine, a streamer with 
around 50,000 viewers who plays an ad 
every 30 odd minutes makes quite a bit 
of revenue. Add the subscription dollars 
and donation revenue to that number, 
and most e-sports athletes float a hefty 
salary. Former pro and current streamer 
Michael “Imaqtpie” Santana reported 
his earnings at just over 8,000 dollars a 
month. That 96,000 a year. 
On a Collegiate level, League of 
Legends also holds a close connection 
to Vancouver. UBC and SFU field two 
of the best teams in North America 
competing in the North American 
College Championships. This year, the 
rewards were worth 8,000 dollars in 
scholarship money per player should 
the team make playoffs. With a team of 
about six (five players and a substitute), 
that’s 48,000 dollars in scholarship 
money for making playoffs alone. 
Some colleges have even stepped 
up the search for recruiting professional 
players to their school. Most notably, 
UC Irvine started a scholarship program 
to find and field the best roster they 
could for the competition, closing the 
gap even more between traditional and 
e-sports athletes. 
Like many traditional athletes, the 
best of the best are invited to a scouting 
competition, much like the NFL’s 
Scouting Combine, where players have 
a chance to impress professional teams 
looking for local talent, and make it to 
the big stage. 
If you’ve made it here, you’ll get 
the point that I’m trying to make. 
The difference between a traditional 
athlete and an e-sports athlete is so 
minimal that I don’t even differentiate 
the two anymore. An e-sports athlete 
is an athlete. Kids come out of college 
programs, or are headhunted in high 
school, and are given a chance to make 
a career out of the game they love to 
play. Maybe even one day, we’ll see 
Douglas College fielding their own 
e-sports teams. One can dream.
College to competitive e-sports?
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Can you really make a living playing games?
Through streaming and social media interaction, 
professional e-sports athletes establish a 
personality for themselves, and their fans. This 
is the biggest reason why people watch e-sports.
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A couple years ago I made the switch from pencil liners to liquid after I had 
reviewed the NYX liquid liners. However, 
they were super finicky because the brush 
was thin, long, and flexible. I’ve since 
transitioned to felt-tipped liquid liners, 
which are easier to control. I’ve sampled 
a bunch of them at different price points, 
and here are my opinions on each! Liquid 
liner is super fun, and it’s easy to create 
subtle or dramatic looks—whichever 
you think fits you best, good luck!   
Kat von D (KvD) Tattoo 
Liner - $25 at Sephora
Kat von D’s Tattoo Liner is one of the 
more well-known and commonly-used 
liners in this style. My first felt liner 
was Tattoo in both brown and black, 
and while I liked them, I found that 
neither appeared that bold on me. 
Additionally, my black liner began to 
dry out and appear even lighter even 
quicker than I’d expected. I wouldn’t 
really recommend these liners with the 
other options out there, but you may 
have more luck with them than I did.
Stila Stay All Day Waterproof 
Liquid Eye Liner - $29 at Sephora
The Stila liquid liner is also pretty 
popular, and I can see why. This was my 
next purchase after being convinced 
by a friend after I complained about 
the KvD one to her. I find the colour 
to be much bolder and darker, which 
is what I’m looking for in a black liner. 
I’ve also had no problems with it lasting 
on my eyelids. However, since it’s 
waterproof, it is not as easy to take off. 
Unfortunately, only black is available 
in most Sephora stores, so you’ll have 
to go online or to another retailer if 
you were hoping for the softer tones 
of brown or a more colourful option. 
Physician’s Formula Eye Booster 
2-in-1 Lash Boosting Eyeliner + 
Serum - $15 at London Drugs 
Described as a dupe for the Stila liquid 
liner, this liner also claims to include 
a serum that lengthens your eyelashes 
over time. I used it daily for over a 
month, and my lashes do look great, 
but I made the mistake of not taking 
a “before” picture for comparison. The 
liner itself is nice, and comes in three 
shades—Ultra Black, Black, and Brown. 
However, while the Ultra Black was dark, 
it was not as dark as the Stila. When I 
did a test on my arm to compare the 
longevity of the liners, this one rubbed 
off much less than the others after a 
day. At the cheaper price point and with 
the lash boosting effects, this is a pretty 
solid product, even if it’s not perfect.
Elf Intense Ink Eyeliner - 
$5 at London Drugs
This one is the super low-budget dupe. 
For the price, it’s a great starter liner. 
The one major difference is that the 
applicator brush is much larger than 
the others. Even with the large size 
of the brush, I still found it relatively 
easy to apply, although the corners 
weren’t as sharp.  This one is available 
in black only, so it’s the most limited of 
the four I’ve discussed here. In online 
discussions of this liner, users found 
it to be super black. However, in my 
experience it was noticeably lighter and 
a bit waterier than the other liners. I’m 
assuming there might be something 
wrong with mine, though, based on 
images I’ve seen of others. At this price, 
it’s worth trying it out for yourself!
Beauty on a budget: 
A guide to felt-tip liquid liners
öö Good choices for every budget
Lauren Kelly
Editor-in-Chief
Liquid liner is super fun, and it’s easy to 
create subtle or dramatic looks—whichever 
you think fits you best, good luck!
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If you are not familiar with Adobe Photoshop, you should know that 
it’s perhaps the most powerful photo 
editing tool used by photographers 
and industry professionals. 
As a Photoshop user myself, I think 
that the app Snapseed manages to be 
a miniature—and simplified—version 
of Photoshop. Thankfully, Snapseed—
produced by Nik Software—isn’t quite 
as complex to use, so you will be able 
to experience optimal photo editing 
capabilities using just your smartphone.
Curves, Healing, and White Balance 
are some examples of essential tools 
present in Photoshop that Snapseed also 
possesses. The Curves tool is considered 
by many to be one of the most potent 
image transformational tools, since it 
adjusts brightness and contrasts in such 
a way that cannot be achieved by simply 
adjusting them both separately. Healing 
or “healing brush” is a popular retouching 
tool used in the fashion industry that 
is used to remove blemishes. White 
Balance is similar to Photoshop’s Color 
Balance, which balances the colours 
from your photo—say if the photo is 
taken in yellow lighting, you can reduce 
the harsh intensity of that colour.
Besides the app covering some 
essential technical tools, there are a good 
number of built-in filters that are curated 
for specific needs. For example, if you 
took a photo of a landscape, the HDR 
Scape adds more clarity to the image 
and contrast making the scenery look 
more picturesque. The Glamour Glow 
is a filter that can make your skin look 
flawless and glowing. Another is the Lens 
Blur, which makes your photo look like 
it was taken from a DSLR camera, since 
it provides focus on the foreground and 
can blur the background. These filters 
require several steps in Photoshop to 
achieve, but Snapseed makes it possible 
with just a simple slide of an adjuster.
In this day and age, most well-taken 
photos we see use photo editing software. 
With Snapseed, you can get your photos 
to look professionally taken, even when 
it’s just taken from your smartphone. 
The app is available for Apple and 
Android devices, so check it out and 
start experimenting with those tools!
Vancouver vs. the world
öö Finding our city’s identity
Growing up in Vancouver—or at least some type of suburbia associated with 
Vancouver—has given most of us locals 
a skewed perspective of our own city. 
When we think of big, global cities—such 
as the ones that everyone around the 
world has heard of—we think of places 
like Paris, New York, or Los Angeles, 
places that are familiar to us because of 
their appearance in movies, television, 
and other forms of media. They’re the 
places that famous people live, and they 
often have something about them that 
draws a sense of awe from people. Paris 
has its amazing culture, Los Angeles has 
endless sun and celebrities, and New 
York has its metropolitanism and its rich 
history. When we think of major, global 
cities, it isn’t often we associate that with 
Vancouver, but maybe it’s time we should.
I recently attended a Vancouver 
event that had people travelling from 
all over North America to attend, and 
one of the first questions I heard from 
Vancouver locals was “why would they 
have this here? They normally pick such 
big places.” The sentiment was that 
they just couldn’t comprehend why a 
company would choose Vancouver as 
the stage for something that would be 
broadcast over several continents. 
That got me to thinking about how 
the way we see our city is vastly different 
than how the world sees it. Roughly 10–15 
years ago, Vancouver was barely even 
on the map. Counted among landmark 
Canadian cities were Toronto, Montreal, 
and maybe Ottawa—and that’s only 
if you’re into politics. Canada’s West 
Coast went pretty much unnoticed. 
However, as Vancouver grows in the 
public eye due to our participation in 
the 2010 Olympics, and our popularity 
within the film industry, we locals need 
to get with the times in realizing the 
identity of our city. We live in what is 
basically the Canadian equivalent of 
Dubai, in that Vancouver is one of the 
most expensive cities on the planet, so 
there’s a sense of glamour that many locals 
just don’t see. Our massive variance in 
architecture means that film makers can 
use Vancouver to look like almost any city 
in the world, and that in turn draws in the 
tourists who want to visit sites from their 
favourite movies and TV shows. Because 
we have such a large film industry, more 
and more celebrities are buying homes 
here, which provides another tourism 
magnet. Unlike cities like Dubai and 
Paris, we’re known as being fairly friendly, 
accepting, and pacifistic towards people 
of all creeds, orientations, genders, and 
cultures. After all, we are Canadian. 
If you stop to think about it, 
Vancouver is slowly developing itself into 
a metropolis to take note of. We have all 
the convenience and splendor of a major 
city, but drive two hours out and you 
could be hitting the slopes of Whistler 
or taking in the natural beauty of the 
Pacific Northwest. Because we’re so used 
to it, us residents may take it for granted, 
but people deciding on their vacation 
destination certainly don’t—and neither 
does the travel industry as a whole. After 
all, Vancouver was voted among the top 
cities to visit in 2017 by both Expedia 
and the Telegraph, and finding ourselves 
on a top 10 travel destination list is in 
no way a foreign concept. It has been 
happening consistently for a while now.
So maybe it is time that we stop thinking 
of Vancouver as our little cultural melting 
pot, and begin to recognize it as the 
global phenomenon it’s turning into.
Optimal photo editing in your pocket
öö Snapseed app review
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
When we think of major, global cities, it isn’t 
often we associate that with Vancouver, 
but maybe it’s time we should.
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @deeptika.singh
There are a ton of old adages about the differences between cats and 
dogs. Cats are assholes, dogs are man’s 
best friend. Cats are arrogant, dogs sniff 
each other’s butts. These perceived 
differences have kernels of truth to them, 
but the raising of a pet comes down 
much more to your personal situation, 
your pets’ personality, and their breed. 
Cats are individually diverse. My own 
two cats couldn’t be more different—one 
is an emotive, shy, intelligent introvert, 
and the other is a loud, rude barn kitty 
who still doesn’t know how to drink 
from a water bowl. These personality 
traits were largely developed on their 
own, by their environment, and not by 
their owners or training habits. Is your 
neighbourhood safe for outdoor cats? 
Do you have another pet? When you get 
your own cat, you’ll find it’ll grow strong 
opinions about these things. They really 
develop on their own, and the best you 
can do is make sure they’re house trained 
and don’t meow too loudly late at night.
Dogs are bred for obedience, and 
each breed has their own commands, 
instincts, and reactions. Sure, that 
makes them sound a tad robotic, but 
it’s true. Dogs have been genetically 
engineered by humans for tens of 
thousands of years, and the result will 
often be either a massive over-protective 
guard dog, or a tiny little yapper who 
can fit in a purse. A dog actively looks 
for training and guidance as it grows 
up the same way its ancestors would 
turn to older canines for instruction, 
though there are massive differences in 
puppy personalities. The biggest thing 
about raising a dog is knowing the 
breed. You cannot raise a mastiff in the 
same way you’d raise a teacup poodle.
For both types of animals, however, 
the core is discipline. Nobody likes to 
punish their pets, or deprive them of 
treats, but you have to in order to keep 
them happy and healthy. A large number 
of pets at adoption centres are poorly-
trained adults, and as a result their 
owners couldn’t cope and gave them up. 
It’s unnecessarily cruel to the cats and 
dogs. So as a pet parent, you need to keep 
at it! Especially with dogs, you need to 
make sure they know boundaries and 
territories—which couches they can’t 
jump on, which rooms they can’t enter, 
how to approach people. Cats also need 
to know to use scratching posts instead of 
tearing up furniture, how to be tolerant 
of other humans in their presence, and 
other general politeness stuff—cats 
will always be a little uppity, but they 
don’t need to be violent or destructive. 
Training is definitely hard for both 
pet and owner, but you’ll both be so 
much happier for it down the road. 
Raising cats  
and dogs
öö Reminders for a happier, healthier best friend
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Getting pumped for summer? So are we! All of us here at the 
OP office are looking to push aside all this dreary weather and get 
ourselves all riled up for what is bound to be a great break. After all, 
with all that snow this past winter, we definitely deserve it. Here are 
some of the songs we’ve had stuck rattling around our noggins, and 
that can potentially make it onto your next summer playlist. You 
can listen to the playlist on Spotify by searching “The Other Playlist 
by the OP” or via a playlist available on our YouTube channel.
The Light by Disturbed (Caroline)
We Take Care of Our Own by Bruce Springsteen (Jerrison)
Love on the Brain—Gigamesh remix by 
Rihanna and Gigamesh (Aaron)
A Walk to Remember by Vulfpeck (Greg)
Falling Slowly by Glen Hansard and Marketa Irglova (Analyn)
Close your Eyes and Meow to Fluff by Run 
the Jewels ft. Zack de la Rocha (Ed)
Mary Jane by Rick James (Jessica)
Dear Mama by 2Pac (Brittney)
My Silver Lining by First Aid Kit (Lauren K.)
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
otherplaylistthe
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Have an idea for a story? 
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
It’s all too often that you hear the older generation complaining about 
the newer one. Whether it’s about how 
lazy, brainwashed, or childish they are, 
it seems that everyone has a strong 
opinion when it comes to millennials, 
but they are forgetting something 
important. This generation is a product 
of the previous one, and if it’s true 
that we are egotistical and stupid, it’s 
because adults messed something up. 
I am not alone in this belief, there 
are sociologists and psychologists who 
agree. In Chap Clark’s book Hurt 2.0, he 
argues that the faults of millennials have 
been exacerbated by adults. The spirit of 
his teaching is essentially that “It takes 
a village to raise a child.” Children need 
more adults in their lives than just their 
parents. Aunts, grandfathers, teachers, 
and mentors of all kinds contribute 
to the social development of kids. 
Clark calls the decrease of adult 
involvement in children’s lives the erosion 
of social capital. If you’ve ever taken a 
sociology class you have probably heard 
this term, though Clark does not use the 
standard definition. He stipulates that 
social capital is an individual’s capacity 
to care for others without expecting 
anything in return. Children don’t 
usually have anything to give back, and 
so they are increasingly left out of adult 
social interactions. Combine this with 
the fact that families have become more 
isolated from their larger community, 
and an entire generation is raised 
without a proper support system.
Another problem is that children 
do not receive proper acknowledgement 
from adults. Praise may have been 
showered upon them, but it was praise 
to do with their achievement—whether 
real or imagined. When all that children 
know is merit-based praise, they will 
constantly search for it. They want the 
kind of affirmation that was given to 
them when they were younger because 
it is the only way they can feel valuable, 
and this makes them self-centered.    
So, what is to be done? First of all, 
millennials need to be open to criticism. 
If we recognize some of these accusations 
against us as being true, we need to be 
willing to talk about our faults without 
getting our backs up. More importantly, 
community needs to once again become 
an important part of culture. People 
need to invest in others’ lives without 
expecting something in return. Perhaps 
most importantly, adults need to mentor 
and care for children while focusing on 
their inherent worth as a human being, 
rather than on their achievements.
 O Election ads review: 2017 BC provincial 
election
 O Quit school and get a job
And more!
I almost don’t want to name the Netflix series this article is a response 
to, because quite frankly I think it’s 
received enough free publicity. However, 
for the sake of context, I’ll bring it 
up: This is about 13 Reasons Why.
If you’ve managed to avoid people 
on your Facebook feed either sharing 
trailers and articles praising the series 
for addressing mental illness in teens 
“unflinchingly,” countered by articles 
explaining why it fails to do all the 
things it supposedly set out to do, let 
me sum it up for you really quick. The 
series is about a young girl who commits 
suicide and leaves behind a series of 
tapes explaining how her death is 
actually the fault of her classmates, many 
of whom did admittedly horrendous 
things to her, or at least looked the 
other way as these things were done. 
In the end, it’s communally accepted 
that this girl killed herself as a result 
of the actions of others, and those 
“responsible” learn some kind of lesson 
about not being horrible to people and 
they become better people as a result.
This is an idea that’s been touched 
on many times before, that suicide 
can be used as a final, devastating 
weapon against bullies and the willfully 
ignorant. That the person who dies is 
nothing less than a martyr for the cause 
of showing people that being mean to 
people is… bad. And such stories also 
throw in the complex idea that suicide 
is, wouldn’t you know, also bad. 
Let me get something 
straight: This story is a myth. A 
dangerous, stupid, painful myth.
The idea of suicide as revenge is a 
romantic one for troubled teenagers, 
who often don’t understand the finality 
of their actions. They can imagine, with 
clarity, how people will react to news 
of their tragic death, how the people 
who should have done something 
sooner will bemoan the errors of their 
ways. This is all without taking into 
account that should they succeed, they 
won’t be around to see any of what 
they’re hoping will happen. There is no 
satisfaction, there is no closure, there is 
no real ending. And yet, a lot of media 
aimed at teens tends to show the exact 
opposite, further fueling the idea that 
suicide can be used as a tool or as an 
escape, when the truth is far different.
Suicide is complex. The motivations 
that drive a person to such a horrifically 
final act are often varied and—to those 
not suffering the same mental anguish—
often incomprehensible. There’s no 
recipe book of lived experiences that 
leads to a point where someone has 
no other option than to end their own 
life—factors such as support systems, 
underlying mental health conditions, 
and even intention all have to be taken 
into consideration if one is to start 
looking for any kind of “reason.” Often, 
there is no “reason,” or at least, not one 
that is universally understandable. 
How would I know any of this? 
Well, two reasons why: First, I’ve lost 
friends to suicide—not one, but two. 
Second, I’m a suicide survivor, which is 
a strange sentence to write, even now. 
I remember what it was like being 
a teenager and battling with suicidal 
ideation. I remember those fantasies of 
escaping all the things that made my 
mind a horrible place to be stuck inside, 
and thinking that maybe people would 
feel bad for not treating me perfectly 
nicely all the time. That was when I 
would have had a neatly itemized list 
of all the “reasons why,” probably. 
I also remember later, when the 
suicide ideation went hand-in-hand with 
a deep, clinical depression, and there 
were no reasons beyond just wanting it 
all to stop the way you’d want to turn off 
a TV if it was showing nothing but static 
for weeks, months, years, interspersed 
irregularly with images of everything 
terrifying and horrible you could possibly 
imagine. Mental illness is fun like that. 
It’s something I still struggle with to this 
day, though I’m far better off now than I 
was before my diagnosis and treatment.
But I also remember what kicked 
off those years of clinical depression, 
during which I had my closest near-
misses: The loss of two of my friends 
to suicide, both of which I felt in some 
way responsible for, even if I didn’t 
admit it to myself at the time. Let me 
tell you, feeling as though you might 
be responsible for someone else’s death 
doesn’t make you a better person, it 
doesn’t make you kind. It destroys you.
And if I’d watched a show like 13 
Reasons Why during that time, one 
that reinforces the idea that other 
people—other teenagers, other kids—
can be responsible for someone’s 
suicide, it would have broken me even 
more than I was already broken. 
Stories like this help no one. 
They don’t help teenagers battling 
mental illness, fantasizing late into 
the night about something they have 
no understanding of. They don’t help 
the friends and loved ones that are left 
behind after someone loses their battle 
with mental illness. And God knows 
they don’t help the dead. All they do is 
capitalize financially on the shock value 
of such a taboo topic, under the guise of 
trying to help vulnerable people. Even if 
that wasn’t the showrunner’s intention, 
that’s what it ultimately amounts to.
There are other, far better ways to 
help, without placing blame on anyone.
öö Why the ‘tragic revenge’ portrayal of suicide in media helps absolutely no one
Suicide isn’t beautiful
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
öö Stop belittling the younger generation
Millennials aren’t any worse 
or better, just different
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
BC Crisis Intervention Contact Information
Anywhere in BC: 1-800-784-2433
Mental Health Support Line: 310-6789
Vancouver: 604-872-3311
Online Chat Service for Youth: www.YouthInBc.com (Noon to 1am)
Online Chat Service for Adults: www.CrisisCentreChat.ca (Noon to 1am)
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I recently took a long Greyhound bus trip. Many people made the same 
tasteless joke: “Don’t get your head 
cut off!” in reference to the beheading 
incident that happened on a Greyhound 
bus in Winnipeg almost 10 years ago. 
In addition to being unoriginal 
and not really funny (I mean, a man was 
murdered), the joke ignores one critical 
factor. It was not being on a bus that killed 
Tim McLean. He was murdered as the 
result of a severe psychotic schizophrenic 
breakdown from his attacker; they just 
both happened to be on a bus at the time. 
Tim could’ve been attacked on a 
TransLink bus, in a Starbucks, or on a 
street in broad daylight. If someone is 
going to hurt a stranger as a result of 
mental illness or simply due to sheer 
homicidal rage, they are apt to do it 
anywhere. There are very few ways to 
protect ourselves from this sort of thing; all 
we can hope is that it won’t happen to us.
Of course, it’s very likely not going 
to happen. The risk of being assaulted 
by a stranger is far less than that of being 
attacked by someone we know. These 
risks can increase based on factors such as 
gender, race, and location. Nevertheless, 
the probability of being attacked on a 
day-to-day basis is still extremely low.
We run the risk of being harmed 
or killed every day. We could get hit by a 
truck, have a heart attack or aneurysm, 
or fall off a building. Being careful, 
responsible, and alert reduces these risks, 
but freak accidents do still occur. People 
who are murdered obviously do not expect 
that to be a part of their day when they 
wake up in the morning, and there’s little 
we can do to detect these horrific acts 
before they occur. Most terrorist attacks 
are unpredictable and target victims at 
random. Many murderers do not spend 
a lot of time pre-meditating the act. 
Ultimately, fear of an accident should not 
deter you from living your life or taking 
risks. As long as you use common sense 
and don’t go around doing truly unsafe 
things, you probably won’t be killed. And if 
you do in a random attack, well, it probably 
couldn’t have been prevented anyway. 
So that’s a little comforting, at least. 
People could hurt you anywhere, anytime
öö Don’t let fear stop you from new experiences
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
A “problematic fave” or problematic favourite is an umbrella term that 
describes people (mostly celebrities), 
shows, movies, and other form of media 
which have exhibited behaviour that is 
considered prejudiced and bigoted in 
nature. This then links to social issues, 
since if a figure has been considered 
“problematic” then they have done 
something against a marginalized group. 
Although the dictionary definition of 
“problematic” does not connote this, the 
term has now been popularly used in this 
context.
The origin of the term “problematic 
fave” is not really clear, but most Google 
results come from a Tumblr blog called 
yourfaveisproblematic.
The blog posts pictures of celebrities 
that are considered “problematic” and 
underneath are bullet points documenting 
all the ignorant things they have done. 
Many associate the term with Tumblr due 
to this blog, but it has been so prevalent in 
social media that other media outlets have 
used the term in such a context.
Although the blog’s purpose is to make 
fans wary of their favourite celebrities, a 
toxic way of thinking has developed. I’m in 
no way attacking the blog—I think it’s good 
that they are educating fans of ignorant 
things celebrities have done—but there’s a 
criticism to the delivery of this information 
and how it has wrongly influenced some of 
its followers.
The blog brings up events that 
occurred many years ago. You cannot really 
expect everyone since they were born to be 
entirely educated about social issues. One 
example is cultural appropriation, which is 
something many have been called out for. 
While it is true that they have to maintain 
a good public image, you’re putting these 
celebrities on such a high pedestal or 
idealizing them as having to be “woke.” You 
cannot expect that from celebrities who 
have comfortably been living in a bubble, 
and whose main purpose is to entertain 
their audience through their work. 
I’m definitely not condoning the 
ignorant and bigoted things these 
celebrities have done. The right thing to 
do is for them to apologize and educate 
themselves. But even if they don’t 
apologize, do we really have to shame 
people for still liking them? 
It’s narrow-minded, because it makes 
things very black and white. It implies 
that the only right thing to do when a 
celebrity has done something bigoted is 
to abandon them completely, because if 
a person continues to be a fan of them, 
it immediately implies that they support 
the problematic action or stance. This also 
exhibits moral superiority, because the 
person who shames other people for not 
doing the same thing believes that they are 
actually doing the morally-right thing. 
Of course, it is totally up to you if you 
decide to stop being a fan of a celebrity 
due to something they did, and that is a 
completely valid reason for doing so. But 
at the same time, you should not expect 
everyone to react the same and consider 
them all bad people for not doing the same 
as you are. There are fans who blindly 
support their favourite celebrities no matter 
what. That may be wrong to you, and you 
could definitely try to educate them if 
they’re not aware of it. If they do not see 
anything wrong with prejudiced actions, 
then that is a problem. However, there are 
also fans who actually acknowledge their 
favourite celebrity’s detriments, and for you 
to make that person out to be problematic 
by association is a short-sighted accusation. 
The reality is that everybody is 
“problematic” and that’s because nobody 
is perfect. The Tumblr blog also mentions 
that “It’s important to remember that our 
favourites are human and they will make 
mistakes and do or say bad things. This 
does not necessarily mean they are bad 
people, nor does it mean you cannot like 
them.”
If you put your favourite celebrities 
onto such a high pedestal you would just 
end up disappointed in the end when it 
all comes crumbling down. This is not the 
right way to consume media. The same way 
it is not right for you to blindly support 
everything they do. The important thing 
is that you are critical about your favourite 
celebrities, movies, books, or other forms 
of media. However, you should be able to 
separate the art from the artist.
öö Art can be separated from the imperfect artist
Stop shaming people for having 
“problematic faves”
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
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The BC Provincial Election this year is one of the most important elections in the province’s history. Voters have to decide if they improve the lives of everyone 
in BC or keep the reputation of the province stable. Just like the ads during the 
2015 Federal Election, the ads in this election will likely determine the results 
of the election. Thus, it’s important that voters know which ad is better than all 
the rest. Here are my reviews of some of the election ads in the BC Provincial 
Election this year, as they try to win over the fickle hearts of BC’s voters.
BC NDP—Your Premier
This ad involves John Horgan explaining the things that Christy Clark 
did as the Premier of BC so far. We see John walking around a Vancouver 
neighborhood and talking to various people in the neighborhood. It shows 
that John is a very friendly person and likes to have conversations with 
everyone. Also, it shows that he will work hard for everyday people.  
BC Liberals—BC’s Working
Christy Clark thinks that the province is on the right track. In this ad, she explains the 
reputation of the province and how it is made possible by the creation of jobs, which 
boosts the economy. She 
knows her facts and she is 
very convincing when she 
explains them. Although she 
seems like a nice woman, 
some people do not like 
her because of her policies. 
Christy says that there are 
more things to be done to 
keep the province’s reputation 
stable, but it is unknown 
how she will do that.
BC NDP—Christy 
Clark’s Economy—Not 
Working for You
The BC NDP uses exercise 
to demonstrate the BC 
economy right now. We 
see a woman running on 
a treadmill and various 
facts being shown. They 
really want to get our hearts 
pumping. As more facts 
are shown, the treadmill 
speeds up and the woman tries to keep up with it until she falls off it and scrapes her 
arm. This shows that if these things keep on going, the province will explode and there 
will be a lot of people in the hospital. This is the best attack ad of the election this year.
BC Liberals—BC NDP 
Platform: “Simply 
not viable”
Some people think that 
the BC NDP’s election 
platform costs a lot of 
money and will lead the 
province to a deficit. The 
BC Liberals try to prove this 
with this attack ad. The 
ad uses information from 
two economists that they 
hired who are likely pro-
BC Liberals, according to last week’s Leaders’ Debate. The attack ad is a typical 
attack that is likely not accurate because the BC NDP’s platform could help 
a lot of people. The Liberals need to sort themselves out if they think that 
Canadian voters are just going to welcome them back with open arms. 
BC NDP—
Commitments
The full 2 minute and 
30 seconds version of 
this ad shows more 
of John Horgan being 
approachable and 
looking like a successful 
Premier. John goes to a 
basketball tournament 
in a school and talks 
to a variety of people, 
including a couple trying 
to find a house, an elderly woman who tries to live life after retirement, and a miner 
working outside the province. I like how the ad uses slow motion to make it look 
optimistic, like he’s the star of an action movie. Also, the end of it reminded me 
of the end of the music video of the Bruce Springsteen song We Take Care of Our 
Own. Maybe this means the NDP will take good care of us? Maybe things will finally 
be different this time? Only time—and the outcome of the election—will tell.
I firmly value education, and I believe that everyone should pursue it at a 
post-secondary level if they have the 
opportunity to. Whether studying 
trades, STEM, arts, or humanities 
courses, I believe there is a school for 
every student. Post-secondary education 
significantly increases your job prospects, 
but it’s also important for its own sake. 
Education is the greatest tool there is.
Many students, myself included, 
struggle with motivation in school. Many 
of us are spending thousands of dollars 
working towards a degree we are unsure 
what to even do with. Many of us even 
sink money into classes unsure about what 
program or degree we’re working towards.
If you are at a point in your education 
where you’re struggling, either with 
your finances, grades, future plans, or 
some combination, it’s a good idea to 
take a break. When school is seriously 
impacting you negatively, it needs to 
cease being a factor in your life—at 
least for a while. School should be 
a positive experience that benefits 
one’s life for the present and future. 
I myself took a full school year off by 
accident due to missing an application 
deadline. I had a wonderful experience 
during my gap year. I was able to do 
full-time work at a job I enjoyed, and 
continued writing professionally and 
personally—my field of study and 
interest. I absolutely enjoyed the lack of 
stress from homework or exams, as well 
as the sudden increase in free time. I’m 
looking forward to returning to school 
in September, and I will benefit a lot 
more from the motivation that comes 
with attending classes now that I’ve had 
some time away from the institution. 
There is no rush to finish school. We 
are only young once, and this is the time 
to experience life and the world around us. 
Particularly in an era of crippling student-
loan debt, a bad economy, and careers 
becoming harder to find, working towards 
a degree can seem very unpleasant. This is 
especially true if you are not planning to 
pursue graduate school or extra education 
after the initial four years of a bachelors. 
As long as you plan out your gap 
year and spend it doing meaningful 
things, it can be one of the best things 
you can do as a student. Committing 
to a job that’s rewarding in some way, 
saving up money, travelling, or pursuing a 
passion is all very good for a person, just 
as much as pursuing education can be. 
We have the rest of our lives to commit 
to routine and responsibilities. While, 
yes, you are free to do what you like at 
any age, it is in our 20s that we have the 
most freedom, and those years largely 
determine what we’ll do in the future. 
Take some time off if you think the 
time is right. You’ll be glad you did.
öö Which ads will woo the hearts of voters?
öö The advantages of having gap years
Election ads review: 
2017 BC provincial election
Quit school and get a job
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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Humour
Have an idea for a story? 
 humour@theotherpress.ca
 O Humour editor struggles to make an origi-
nal joke about President Trump’s antic
 O Writer wakes up from post-exam coma
 O Counter-culture food recipe
And more!
Here at the Other Press, we like to spend elaborate amounts of money on a phony psychic who 
lives in the office supply closet. Here’s what she’s 
predicted about your destiny* for this month. 
*All destinies come with a 30-day satisfaction guaranteed 
warranty, though warranty is void if user engages in: lamp 
rubbing, star wishing, wishing-well contributing, birthday 
candle blowing, or any and all forms of divine intervention. 
IF TODAY IS YOUR BIRTHDAY...
If your birthday is on the fourth, we predict that you 
will suffer a monumental amount of Star Wars jokes 
thrown your way. If it’s on the fifth, your birthday is 
likely overshadowed by Cinco de Mayo. If it’s on Mother’s 
Day and you happen to not be a mother, you should 
expect to give up your birthday privileges in lieu of 
appreciating mothers everywhere. If it’s any other day 
of the month, it’s predicted that you will be abducted by 
aliens and taken to another planet. Happy birthday!
Your Horoscopes
öö Fortunes for the merry merry month of May
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
ARIES  
(March 21 – April 20)
Aries, May holds many surprises in store for you. Telling you what 
these surprises will look like, of course, is entirely against the 
spirit of the whole thing we’re doing here, but we can reveal this 
to you: Turtles are most definitely involved. Whether we mean the 
chocolate or the animal is for us to know, and for you to find out.
TAURUS 
(April 21 – May 21)
Taurus, there is an approximate 67 per cent chance that your 
birthday is this month. If it is, don’t worry—you’re safe from 
the doom that is likely to befall the other 33 per cent. As for 
those poor children of April, if you want to avoid the whole 
“doom” thing, you can bribe the universe to look the other way 
by sending money to Humour Editor Rebecca Peterson.
GEMINI
(May 22 – June 21)
This month, try to spend some time outdoors! Witness the 
beauty and endless majesty of nature. Dance in the rain! Hug 
a tree! Chain yourself to that tree to prevent people from 
chopping it down to make way for an oil pipeline! Get arrested! 
Make the third page of the local newspaper for your part in 
the pipeline protest! Paint with all the colours of the wind!
CANCER
(June 22 – July 23)
Our in-house psychic predicts that if you listen to 
the Duck Tales theme, it will get stuck in your head 
for at least one (1) week afterwards. Don’t believe 
us? Give it a try and let us know how it goes!
LEO
(July 24 – Aug. 23)
May is the perfect month to start looking into your financial 
situation, Leo. Try to keep it brief, however—staring at 
one’s finances is a little like looking directly into the sun. 
Give it a brief once-over, then try not to think about it 
for a while. Comfort yourself with the knowledge that all 
your friends are probably just as broke as you are.
VIRGO
(Aug. 24 – Sept. 23)
This month, you will find yourself in a situation that you might not 
have expected ever to find yourself in. You were, maybe, expecting to 
find yourself beside it, or hovering slightly above it, but certainly not 
in it. It just goes to show how wacky and unpredictable life can be.
LIBRA
(Sept. 24 – Oct. 23)
Libra, your time has come. That time is a brief two-second 
window on May 14, at precisely 3:07 p.m. Try not to miss it—the 
consequences will be unfathomably disastrous if you do.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 – Nov. 22)
Scorpio, this month marks the first month of the rest of your life. 
June will also be the first month of the rest of your life, as will July, so 
don’t feel too bad if you don’t make the most of May while it’s here.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 – Dec. 21)
If you listen closely, with all your might, you might catch a 
brief whisper of the universe telling you the answers to all your 
questions. We suggest you do your absolute best to ignore it. Your 
parental figure didn’t raise you to be a cheater, after all, and the 
universe should know better than to give out all the answers.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 – Jan. 20)
This month is a perfect month to start thinking really hard about 
what you’re doing with your life, where your choices are taking you, 
and why you’re still eating Nutella out of the jar at 23 years old like 
some damned heathen. It’s not good for you, Capricorn, have you 
seen how much sugar they put in that stuff? It’s actually ridiculous.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 – Feb. 19)
Aquarius, we’re not going to beat around the bush about 
this—there’s a high possibility that this month is going to be 
incredibly average. Like, really, completely, and totally normal, 
with no surprises whatsoever. Whether this is a comfort or 
not is up to you, and how much you enjoy mediocrity.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 – Mar. 20)
This month will bring you luck! Good luck? Bad 
luck? Neutral luck? Who knows! But luck is certainly 
on its way to you in one form or another.
humour // no. 22 theotherpress.ca
The Other Press’s Humour Editor, Rebecca Peterson, was found 
muttering to herself at a coffee shop 
this past week, scrolling the news and 
occasionally taking breaks to pound her 
head against a wall. Other Other Press 
journalist, Fay Quenuz, conducted a 
brief interview with the harried editor. 
“Well, it’s all just so damn obvious, 
that’s the problem,” said Peterson. 
“There’s so much new material here, 
it’s almost like there’s no new material 
at all. You know what I mean?”
Quenuz did not. Neither did the 
other coffee shop patrons, who, at 
the time of the interview, were doing 
unconvincing impressions of people 
minding their own damn business.
“Okay, so I run a humour section, 
right?” Peterson continued. “And 
now that we’re doing monthlies, 
I almost feel like I have a sacred 
duty to dole out at least one article 
regarding the love child of the Mad 
Hatter and an Oompa Loompa who 
is sitting in the Oval Office. But my 
God, there’s nothing original here.
“Like, where do I start with the 
jokes? His third-grade-level vocabulary? 
Been there. The fact that he’s a sexist, 
racist windbag who shouldn’t be put 
in charge of a beauty contest, never 
mind a whole damn country? Been 
there! Even looking at more topical 
subjects—the scandals with Russia, the 
possible nuclear war with North Korea, 
the border wall—this is all old news, 
and stuff I’ve made jokes about before. 
How can I possibly put together fresh 
material when I’m just telling the same 
jokes over and over? It’s hopeless!”
A passing barista suggested to 
Peterson that she focus on writing well-
crafted and humourous articles, instead 
of recycled cheap shots that only remain 
as relevant as the news clips they’re 
based off of. Peterson proceeded to stare 
at the barista without blinking until the 
barista became visibly unsettled and 
quickly moved on to another table.
“I know what I’m probably going 
to wind up doing,” said Peterson, once 
the barista was successfully intimidated 
into leaving. “It’s what I always do when 
I run out of ideas. I was really hoping 
to avoid it this time; you’d think a news 
cycle that includes a story about Donald 
Trump having a red button on his desk 
that he uses to summon a White House 
butler to bring him a can of Coke would 
provide better material, but alas.”
Quenuz pressed for more details 
on Peterson’s plan for the article, even 
as the barista reappeared and asked 
Peterson to leave on the basis of being a 
deeply weird and unsettling individual.
“Fair enough,” Peterson said, both 
to the barista and Quenuz. As she 
packed up her laptop, she continued, 
“I’m gonna do what I always do, kid. I’m 
gonna meta the fuck out of it. People 
love it when I get all meta, right?”
Peterson received a phone call as 
she left the coffee shop. Though it’s 
unclear who called her or why, she was 
heard shouting, “What do you mean 
Carlos did the meta thing first?!?” 
The humour editor has not 
been seen or heard from since.
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
Humour editor struggles to make an 
original joke about President Trump’s antics
öö Discovers that after a certain point, it’s almost not worth the effort
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By Angela Wang
issue 28 // volume 43 humour // no. 23
Tired of offering the same establishmentarian fare at your 
post-poetry slam speakeasy-themed 
underground happenings? Look 
no further than this list of totally 
creative—but not trying super hard 
to be creative or anything—recipes 
for you and your acquaintances 
to nosh on while discussing the 
philosophy of man buns. 
Kombucha and cold-brew soup
Ingredients: Organic kombucha, gluten-
free cold-brew coffee, kosher salt.
Combining flavours from two of 
your favourite organic drinks, this two-
ingredient soup requires almost no 
prep time. Simply pour the kombucha 
and cold-brew into a sauce pan, heat it 
to boiling, and serve it in a mason jar 
with a little sprinkle of kosher salt. 
Kimchi-pickled zoodles
Ingredients: Home-made kimchi 
fermented for two years in an antique 
Coke bottle in a hole in your garden, 
pickling ingredients, zucchini.
Combining the best of at least 
three worlds, this dish will delight the 
senses like a good strong punch in the 
nose. Simply zoodle your zucchini and 
seal it in a tight mason jar with white 
vinegar, water, sugar, salt, kimchi, and 
an unsent love letter to your favourite 
underground band that no one’s 
heard of other than you. We suggest 
leaving this to pickle for at least three 
months. You might think to serve it 
in the mason jar, but that would be 
so pedestrian and obvious, obviously. 
Instead, we suggest serving it on a slab 
of wood cut from the tree that grew in 
the backyard of your childhood home. 
Quinoa à la Craft (Beer)
Ingredients: Organic quinoa from 
Whole Foods, your favourite IPA, wild 
mushrooms (psychedelic or otherwise).
Best prepared over an open fire 
at a music festival, this fun dish is 
sure to fill you and your mid-twenties 
beer belly right up. Boil the quinoa in 
your craft IPA, carefully stirring in the 
mushrooms, until it smells a little like 
broken dreams and a lot like that art 
school you went to for one year before 
dropping out to pursue a career in 
vintage teacup peddling. We suggest 
serving this dish in all those vintage 
teacups you have yet to peddle.
Food truck hash
Ingredients: your favourite 
food truck dishes, from tacos to 
shawarma to whole-grain crèpes.
Chop up all these gourmet foods 
gathered from all the hottest spots 
around the city and fry them up 
together with avocado oil in a cast-
iron pan, all while complaining about 
the gentrification of your favourite 
Vancouver alleyways and hole-in-
the-wall establishments. Serve on a 
bed of kale with a side of a Starbucks 
unicorn frappe. Perfect for Instagram!
Counter-culture food recipes
öö Because flavour is, like, so mainstream
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
I actually do not know what to write. I see the headline and I pitched it 
during the meeting, but I have been 
typing and hitting backspace so many 
times I’ve lost count. I see this big blank 
page in front of me, and I’m trying to 
think of a good introduction for this 
article, but I guess this will have to do. 
I was thinking that the article could 
be set in a hospital, but I can’t for the 
life of me think of a good name for the 
hospital. I ended up writing (Insert 
Name of Hospital Here) and continued 
typing the article, thinking that the idea 
might come to me later, somehow. I even 
thought of a name for the character by 
associating it with a romance language 
like “Ed Olvido” which sounds like “aide” 
in French meaning “help” and “Olvido” 
meaning “forget” in Spanish, but that’s 
about all I could come up with.
I decided that maybe I should boil 
some tea and see if maybe during the 
three minute wait time for the water to 
boil and the half a minute it takes to let 
the tea bag set in my mug I might get 
some sort of inspiration. However, it’s 
been 15 sips and I still cannot come up 
with any good punchlines. It’s a humour 
article and it has to be funny but I can’t 
come up with anything hilarious! I can’t 
believe how studying so intensely for 
exams over the a span of a week-and-a-
half can really make you feel like you ran 
a marathon that lasted more than four 
hours and all the glucose in your brain 
just disintegrated and you’re like “uuhh 
how am I gonna write this.”
I consulted sweet, sweet Miss 
Google and the results said that I’m 
suffering what they call a “writer’s 
block.” Ironically, I was thinking of 
writing an article that had something 
to do with a character suffering from 
a writer’s block and now I ended up 
rambling and typing up four paragraphs 
instead of coming up with the article. 
It’s already over 300 words, and I need 
100 more words to fit the word count. 
That’s when I had a EUREKA! 
moment. I’m so happy! I can write the 
article in my point of view and talk 
about how it took me almost an hour to 
just come up with a full-length article 
with the minimum of 400 words and 
that’s the punchline! It also fits the 
title because I am a writer and I just 
had three exams and you know what, 
I’m mentally exhausted. As soon as I 
walked out of the gym door from my 
last exam, I threw my fist in the air and 
opened all of my social media accounts, 
since I had blocked them to increase my 
productivity. I saw that I had four new 
Facebook messages, read that Kendrick 
Lamar is coming to Vancouver, Katy 
Perry is about to release a new single, 
and so much more. Withdrawing from 
social media and opening it all again 
really was like waking up from a coma.
I’m proud to say that I survived! 
Exams are over. I am now over 500 
words and I can finally submit this to 
Rebecca, our lovely Humour Editor, so 
she can edit it. A writer who has woken 
up from a post-exam coma but fought 
through the writer’s block. I really feel 
like I’ve got the eye of the tiger, a fighter, 
dancing through the fire, and [insert 
more inspirational verses here]. Wow, 
I can’t believe it! I could even extend 
this to 600 words, but nah, I think this 
should do.
Shortly after this article was 
submitted, staff writer Carlos Bilan was 
seen tackled by a 5’10” woman with blue 
lipstick and a crazed look in her eyes. The 
woman was heard shouting about also 
having writer’s block and also deciding 
to “go meta” with her article, before 
fleeing into a nearby alleyway. If anyone 
has any information on the suspect’s 
whereabouts, please contact Assistant 
Editor Chandler Walter or Editor-in-Chief 
Lauren Kelly.
Writer wakes up from post-exam coma
öö Suffers horrible case of writer’s block
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
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